Address-in-Reply.

they did borrow some money ; and as far
as I can remember from reading history,
they forgot to repay it. At any rate,
in some of the Southern States they did
borrow mouey.
And repaid it with greenbacks.] Every
year America sends to England from
eighty to a hundred millions sterling
more than is sent from England. In
other words, America pays eighty to a
hundred tnillions a year in interest on
money borrowed from the old country.
A large proportion of the development of
the United States of America has been car-
ried out by means of capital obtained from
Great Britain. All the American stocks
are stocks held in the old country. Ttall
comes to the same thing, whether we
borrow through the bank or through the
State. 1 quite agree with the statement

“that close attention to administration is-

of greater importance at present than
adding to the statute-book;” and I
believe that the Government will carry
out their promise in that direction.
With reference to the state of the rollsat
the recent elections, there is no doubt
that an alteration is needed in the Elee-
toral Act; and I think the chief alteration
should be, as suggested by Mr., Drew,
the abolition of postal voting. There is
bound to be a great deal of nonsense
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were men in prominent positions and who
would have voted for the Government
gsupporters. Every wan and wowan
entitled to vole should see that their
names are on the rolls so that they may

~ vote as citizens on the affairs of the

talked about the number of people struck

off the roll--about 40,000, it is said. As
a matter of fact, at the previous election

there were apparently about three-fourths

of the population on the rolls, which was
perfectly absurd. I know one election
where, if the people had been counted,
the number on the roll would have been
more than the total population. The
number on the roll in that electorate was
reduced by a thousand, and 1 think it
can still be reduced by several hundreds.
If one looks at the population of the
State and at the present number on the
rolls, there is ne doubt that though a
good many were left off, there are still
many names that have no right to be
there. If any citizen of the State does

not take sufficient interest in the affairs -

of the State to see that his name is put
on the rolls according to his qualification,
he has no business to be assisted in
getting his name ou the roll. At the
last elections I knew several people
whose names were not on the roll but
who were entitled to have votes. They

State.
On motion by Howx. R. D. McKryzig,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 943 o'clock,
until the next day.
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QUESTION—MINING INSPECTIONS.

Me. SCADDAN asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, Has he at any time during
bis present term of office received infor-
mation bearing out the statement made

" by Mr. Scaddan during last Parliament,

that the inspectors of mines were in the
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habit of giving notice of their intention
to visit & ine?
has the Minister taken to stop this
practice ?

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES re.

plied: During a recent visit to Kalgoorlie,

the statement was made to me that such
was the case. 1 instructed that a eircular
be sent to the inspectors inquiring
whether there was any truth in the
statement, and if so, their reasons for
giving such notices.

QUESTION—ENGINE-DRIVERS’
CERTIFICATES,.

Mr. SCADDAN asked the Minister
for Mines: 1, Is it true that the Board
of Examiners for engine-drivers huve
granted certificates of service to applicants
who have not atiended before the board ?
z, If 8o, how many such certificates have
been granted, and what action does the
Minister intend to take ?

Tz MINISTER KFOR MINES re-
plied: 1, All certificates have been
graunted in accordance with the Machinery
Act, 1904, and the regulitions thereunder
gazetted on 9th June last. 2, Answered
by No. 1.

QUESTION—RINGBARKING, DUDAWA
ESTATE.

Mr. CARSON asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, What area of Dudawa Estate
has been ringbarked? 2z, At what cost
per acre? 3, Was the work done by con-
tract or day labour? 4, 1s the result
satisfactory to the State?

Tre MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, 2,000 acres. 2, 1,000 acres at
43, and 1,000 acres at 3s., or an average
of 4s. 6d. per acre; this includes cutting
down all scrub and timber under 4 inches
in diameter. . 3, By contract. 4, Yes,

BILL—EIGHT HOURS DAY,
FIRST READING,

Mr. A. J. WILSON (Forrest) moved
for leave to introduce a Bill for « An Act
to provide for a Legal Eight Hours Day.”
He said: During the last Parliament
leave was granted to introduce a precisely
identical Bill, but owing to the unfor-
tunate circumstances which then arose
the Bill could not be gone on with,

Leave granted; Bill introduced and
read a first time.

2, It so, what action .
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MOTION—HORSE-RACING
PREVALANCE.

SELECT COMMITTEE TO INQUIRE.
Me. A. J. WILSON (Forrest) moved:

That a select committee of this House be
appointed to inquire into tke alleged surfeit
of horse-racing and the effect thereof upon the
community, and to suggest remedias if neces-
sary.

He said: S8inece giving notice of this
motion, I have noticed that the Leader of
the Gtovernment has introduced two Bills
dealing indirectly with the subject of the
inquiry that wmy motion purports to
make; but these two Bills scarcely con.
template covering the ground which I
think it is essential should be covered in
the inquiry suggested by this motion.
Wherever one goes in any portion of the
State—on the goldficlds and in the
coastal districts —one cannot help but
being struck most forcibly with the fuct
that there is a very large amount of com-
mercial depression, which is alleged to be
directly attributable to the fact that
there iz an overplus of racing in the
different centres of population. For
instance, on the goldfields at the annuul
cup meeting —and in fact, whenever there
ig a round of race meetings on the gold-
fields— they generally continue for a
period of six weeks without stopping.
Of course Coolgardie has its day or two
and Boulder its three or four days, aad
Kalgnorlie, not to be ontdone, must have
its three or four days; and then Kanowna,
Menzies, and other places all along the
track must necessarily have their great
racing carnival. One has only to be
remin led of the enormous sumns of money
handled hy the totalisators at these
different meetings to gather some idea of
the great amount of money diverted out
of legitimate business chanuels. I gather
from the Morning Herald of to-day that
at the last W.A. Turf Club annual race-
meeting the amount of money that passed
through the totalisator was no less a
sum than £71,084, while at the other
meetings of the same club dnring the
vear a sum of £15,000 passed through
the 4otalisator. Again, I find that at the
last Kalgoorlie Cup meeting no less than
£76,531 passed through the totalisator ;
and if we add to these the amount that
went throngh the totalisator at Caol.
gardie and Boulder and other centres
during the same round of meetings, the
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sum is then brought considerably over
one or two hundred thousand pounds.
The whole amount for the year has been
computed at no less a sum than £324,133.
{(Mewser: That is going in over and
over again.]
remembering that, & certzin amount of
it is always being diverted into chunnels
other than the pockets of the investing
speculators in this business. Unfortu-
nately we bave also to bear in mind that
in connection with rucing in this State,
us in every State of Australia, there is a
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Quite true; bat, while

large nuwmber of undesirable people who

earn their living at this particular game;
and 1 think it is about time that some
mneans were taken to deal with these
people, who are so utterly undesirable,
and who in many cases provide the
people who subsequently have to be main-
tained in His Majesty’s gaols in different
portions of the State. Also, some means
should be adopted to try and divert this
money into some more satisfactory and
advantageous channel. So fur as the
horse-racing question is concerned, it is
conclusively demonstrated by the com-
mereial and business people of the whole
of the State that it is very undesirable
from a commercial standpeint, and that
it must materially interfere with the
well-being of the community generally to
have such a surfeit of racing as is going
on in some portions of the State at
present. In the metropolitan avea those
of us who have inclinations in the direc-
tion of horse-racing find that we can
have almost invariably two race meetings
every week in the year. There are the
registered races invariably held by the
different clubs on Saturdays; and then
we have the more or less questionable
unregistered meetings which are held at
South Perth; and I Delieve that even
Fremantle boasts the enjoyment of one
of these doubtful and questionable insti-
tutions. T want to say here that the
object of the inguiry is to show exactly
what takes place and to furnish the
House and the country with the actual
position 5o far as the effect of this ulleged
surfeit of horse-racing goes, and its effect
on the business, commercial, and indus-
tria] community of the State, Also,
we want to know, not only its effect,
but some remedies for the purpose
of vvercoming or regulating those evils
which are at present in our midst.
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T do not know that by taxing totulisators
we are going to remedy the evil, I do not
know that even by licensing racecourses
we are going to get over the evil, but in
regard to the matter, first of all we must
have the whole facts placed before us,
and when we have that information then,
and only then, we shall be qualified to
handle, bring forward and deal with
remedial measures that will work out
satisfactorily as far as the regulation of
the evil is concerned, and help to place
the commercial and industrial portion of
the community on a much better footing
and basie than they find themselves at
the present time owing to the overplus of
racing. I hope that the House will fall
i with my desire in the watter and bave
0. commitiee appointed to go into the
whole subject, so that we may have a full
and complete inquiry into the whole
question to find out how we shall be in a
position to deal with the Bills which have
been suggested, and also in a position to
suggest some more far-reaching reforms
than are praposed in the Bills submitted
by the Premier. One of the greatest
evils that will not be reuched, in my
opinion, by the licensing of racecourses is
the evil of what might be called the
antithesis of legitimate sport. There is
no doubt a large amount of legitimacy
on the part of racing clubs, there is no
question about that—those race meetings
that are carried on by responsible people
who cater for the desire of a cerfain
portion of the community. These
meetings are jnfinitely ecreditable to
the people responsible for their con-
duct ; but there is the antithesis of the
legitimate branch of the sport, what may
be termed profit-mongering, or getting
money by proprietary clubs and concerns,
T want to know where we are in regard
to these concerns; I waot to know what
they are making at the expense of the
general community. T say, therefore, in
order to place ourselves in full possession
of all information, an inguiry such as T
have suggested is eminently desirable,
and will redound not only to the credit
of the House, but to the credit and
advantage of the community generally;
therefore I move the motion standing in
my name,

Me. A. A, HORAN (Yilgarn): T

. second the motion.
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Tre PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason):
No one can find fault with the wording of
the motion or the terms in which the hon.
member has movedit. I should welcome,
speaking on behalf of the Government, a
recommendation from any committee that

Japproaches the subject in the spirit out-
lined by the member for Forrest. There
is only one exception which can be taken
to his remarks, and that is bis reference
to some Bills which are now before the
House. I hope that the appointment of
this committee will in no way influence
the manner in which the House will deal
with these two measures. Whatever the
report of the seleet committee may be on
the evils of the surfeit of horse-racing, or
whatever vemedies that committee may
suggest, these will in no way affect either
of the two Bills to which the hon. member
has referred.

Mr. A. J. WiLsow: It may assist you.

Tare PREMIER: Speaking as Trea-
gurer, any delay in dealing with either of
these Bills will effectually take away what
I seek to acquire, which is a little more
revenue ; therefore I hope members will
not allow the fact of this select committee
being appointed—and I wish to say at
once that I offer no objection to the
appointment of this committee—to weigh
with them when couosidering these mea-
sures, which are not intended to deal
with the surfeit of horse-racing, but are
introduced for another purpose altogether.

Me. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): I
have no objection to offer to the motion
moved by the member for Forrest, becanse
I think 1f such investigation be pursued
thoroughly it must result in information
not only to the advantage of members of
the House but to the people at large. I
cannot quite agree with the Premier in
his statement that such inquiry will have
no influence on the subject dealt with in
one at least of the measures mentioned—I
refer to the Racecourses Licensing Bill—
because in this Bill we contemplate giving
a large amount of power in the control of
horse-racing to the West Australian
Turf Club, and the result will be that if
that organisation or that club were not
desirous of limiting the number of race-
meetings throughout the State, the matter
brought forward in the member for
Forrest's motion will be absolutely
neglected. Then in the matter of the
Totalisator Duty Bill, we know the solici-
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tude of the Premier in regard to that
measure, and we know he is desirous of
obtaining revenue by means that will be
palatable to the members who follow him
on the Government side of the House.
But we may be afraid of this con-
tingency : if the Premier is so engrossed
in the pursuit of revenue, he may desire
thal as many race-meetings as possible
be held in order that he shall receive
more revenue. I do not profess to have
any great knowledge of horse-racing my-
self, but judging from the staternents
made from time to time by the Chamber
of Commerce and by business people on
the goldfields, they regurd with disfavour
the large amount of racing throughout
the goldfields. We know as au matter
of ecommon knowledge that during the
racing carnival on the goldfields the
police department generally has consider-
ably more work to perform than it
hus at other times of the year. There is
an influz of undesirable persons brought
about by the fact that the racing carnival
is being held, and that at that time of
the year people spend more money, or go
into town with money to spend, who do
not enter town at other times. These
people coustitute the prey for speilers
and those who follow race meetings. I
hope the motion will be carried, and I

think it is desirable that the investiga-

tions of the select committee should have
some bearing on one measure atb least,
the Racecourses Licensing Bill. T think
it will have a material hearing on the dis-
cussion of the measure by members of
the House because of the information
brought about by that selecl committee,

Mr. T. WALKER (Eanowna): I
hope the motion will be carried, because I
am just anxious fo learn what kind of
infornation can be secured by a select
committee of this sort. How isa sclect
cominittee to arrive at the determnination
of how many race meetings should be
held, say down at the coast and then at
Kalgoorlie, or even, as expressed by the
mover, in the Jarge and influential centre
called Kanowna. 1 fancy the one good
from a committee of this kind ought to
be to show how we are drifting back into
the old puritan noticns, why we are
taking into our gpecial guardianship the
tattes and habits and pleasures of the
people, and wherefore we are beginning
to lnagine that we are sitting in a
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Chamber presuming to know meore about
necessities of enjoyment and sport, and
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tbe special forms of happiness of the

people in various centres, how we are
presuming to know just how many horses
should trot and how many should gallop
in the course of the year.

Mr. A. A. Horan: And how wmany
should run “ stiff.”

Mr. T. WALKER: And how many

should yun stiff. Tt strikes me in dealing

with matters of this kind we altogether
forget the foundation of reform. Horse-
racing, 0 far as it is used for gambling
purposes, and so far as it is attended by
the evils that have been mentioned, is an
oufeome of the conditions of society. I
it be an evil to have twenty race meetings
in the year the evil is equally great to
have one; for whatever evils there are in
twenty race meetings there are in one.
The speilers are at one, the fleecers of
every description are at one, as much as
they are at twenty, and if we want to deal
with these evils why not deal with them
specificaly.

Are we incapable of pre- :

venting the confidence-men plying their !

games on the racecourses? Are we unable
to define the offence or to enact laws which

will ¢heck the common thieves gather- |

ing at racecourse meetings? Is racing
necessarily an evil because these attendant
birds of prey are alwuys present?  Thave
heard—I have not known it because I
have not had occasion to suffer from it—
of pickpockets being in crowded churches
are we then to probibit a clergyman
from preaching so many times a year, to
diminish the number of his sermons be-
cause at ome or two or many meetings
pockets have been picked in churches?
That is the absurdity of classifying all
general evils under one head. I bope if
we bave the committee, it will make
these differentiations, and decide between
evils that are atlendant on a thing and
the thing itseif. But morve than thak:
the committee, T think, should take a
wider scope, and if it goes into the
guestion thoroughly it will never termi-
nate these labours. It must inquire, or
should inquire, into what promotes this
gambling cvil; how it comes abont that
wen are anxious to have race meefings
purely for the purpose of betting; why it
is not the racing, the hreed of horses,
the pleasure of a gala day, or the

splendid magnificence of the great event, |
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such as that which eventuates at the.
Cup at Kalgoorlie; but how the whole
inlerest is centred in the bonokmakers,
upon the totalisators, in the money
expended on the chance of winning for-
tunes ou a single event. All this is not
attendant on the mere horses that are
running : it bhas its foundation in the
disposition or the nature of the human
being, and in the social environments.
If the member for Forrest desires to
prevent betting, let him try and Qevise
some scheme that will make every man’s
position in life secure to him. It is the
terrible dread of ultimate poverty and
misery that prompts men to attend race
meetings ; it is the feeling of living from
hand to meuth, especially amongst the
wage-earners in the community, that
next week one may be without work, and
without as a consequence bread, and that
his family may be starving, that makes
hiw take every opportunity that offers to
win a penny at every chance and on every
occasion.  If we abolish all horse-racipg
we shall have card-playing, and if we
abolish that we shall get the two-up school
or some other means of trying to get hold
of & penny to provide against waot.
The element aiming at securing some
slight advantage in the race for life is
deeply rooted in our common nature. It
is the competitive system under which we
hive that prompts us all to get a little
hetter of our fellow men in material
advantages. That is the root of it all,
and so long as that is so we cannot pre-
vent wen entering into a gambling spirit;
we capnot prevent them from utilising
horse-racing for that purpose. And with-
out anticipating what the inquiry may
bring forth, I question whether we can
diminish that spirit or the amount of
money devoted to speculation if we do
away with horse-racing, because undoubt-
edly the money would go to the other
States; and not only that, but men feel-
ing that they had only one race meeting,
they would, instead of making their
mouev run over a certain period, do all
their speculation on one day. If there were
ouly one day’s racing a man would specu-
late with every penuy, and would save
nothing for the second day’s speculation.
At ull events, I do not see that we are
doing much good by dealing with this
subject. The proper course for legisla-
tion is to tey and get a healthy humanity,
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healthy conditions of society, and allow-
ing individuals to look after their own
-morals. I take it there is a good deal of
use in these race meetings, especially on
the fields. [Meueer: To some people.]
To all; to the community generally. I
will -state why. Out in these districts
subject to the severity of a very trving
climate, where the amusements and enjoy-
ments are exceediogly few, and where
the trials and difficulties of living
are numerous and distressing, a relief
of that kind is of great value. Itisu time
when people put on their best clothes, their
best smiles, and their best disposition, an
opportunity to gather in the whole com-
munity, as it were, and even by a spectacle
of that sort letting their feelings loose
and enabling them to forget for a while
the worriesand ills of life. Such gather-
ing is a relief to them, and gives them
a new gtart the weelt after. It is a break
in the monotony of goldfields life, and I
venture to think a stimulating ome, that
malkes life on those fields more tolerable.
T do not see what you can substitute in
place of it. What can you do to give
people one big general outing, one huge
gathering?. [Mr. Scappan: Eight.
hours day.] People will bet even there.
By horse-racing you bring together not
only your best people but your best
horses in the State, and you get that
touch of nature which makes not only
buman nature but all mature kin. You
feel a sympathy with animal life itself,
and the animals in their conflict stimulate
one, inspire one. One enters into what is
8, refreshing enjoyment, which I am sure
is heneficial when free from those evils
which have been its curse. I sincerely
trust the inquiry will go farther than
merely answering the question whether
there are too few or too many race meet-
ings held throughout the year. TLet us
have some foundation to go upon in
considering betting in the future; let us
see, or let the committee see, if it
cannot discover that we are going alto-
gether too far in prescribing the pleasures
of the people, in limiting them, or in any
way interfering with their individual
liberty in getting happiness such a8 we
have had in the past in these racecovrse
meetings.
M=, A. C. GULL (Swan) : Although T
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hold the opinion that we cannot make
people moral by Act of Parliament, |
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still I have rather a pleasure in assist-

“ing the member for Forrest in the

direction of a select commitiee to report
on this matter, because I thiok it will
only have a tendency to good. It will
show up a good many fallavies and show
that horse-racing, properly carried out, is
a thing that we as a nation are intensely
fond and proud of. Itseems to me that
the very worst cause of so-called over.
racing 18 that the clubs, especially the
smaller clubs, suburban and others, are
not giving sufficient stakes awsy to make
the racing as pure as it might be. Also,
dealing largely with the goldfields clubs
in particular, of which we have heard so
much, it seems to me that they are
allowed to run meetings extending over
six weeks, which in other States could be
ron off in three. It is simply this, that
they extend their meetings so that the
miners will have an opportunity of being
played upon during the carnival; and
that is an inducernent to them to go on
trying for the “ recovery ” mentioned just
now. As far as unregistered clubs are
concerned, I think they are an unmiti-
gated evil. I see all over the country
young fellows travelling about with per-
haps one or two horses, called racehorses
by courtesy. It does not matter two-
pence to them: they are going to muke
money if they can. [Mgr. Herrmanw:
The same thing applies to the registered
courses.| Principally, my objection to
the unregistered clubs is that they are
very largely composed of men who have
been rejected from the registered clubs.
[MemMBER: Sometimes unjustly, too.]
Those members have always the privilege
of waiting till their term has expired
before making a fresh start. If a man
has a just cage he is not going to South
Perth or Bicton or elsewhere, but will
wait for his time to ezpire. I do not
think it can be alleged against the W.A.
Turf Club. At all events a man cun
always get a heuring. I have seen a
great deal of this sort of thing, and I
assert that men get their hearing and
always get the benefit of a doubt, if there
be a doubt, {Memper: There never is
a doubt.] Anyhow, I think there are
too many days of racing, and in my
opinion the greatest pood would be
derived by compelling clubs to give higher
stzkes on fewer days and the same
amnount of noney, confining the runming
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to two days, or three for a big cup meet-
ing, and baving sport carried out in a
week instead of 10 to 14 days as
now. When people talk about racing,
it seems to me from
followed and watched around this country,
that racing is no longer an amusement,
but a primary industry. There is not
the slightest doubt about it, there are
nearly as many men getting a livelihood
by fellowing racing as by following any
other primary industry.

MemsEeR : Following Rason, not racing.

Me. Tavror: The Rason Stakes.

M=, GULL: The question of the ' that those facilities, especially the facility

racing stakes affects the class of horses
imported into this country; aud even
with the West Australian Turf Club, it
seems to me they neglect to subsidise
their weight-for-age races sufficiently,
and I think that in a lot of things
alterations could very easily be brought
about.

Mg. Daorisn: More wait for prices
thao * wait ”-for-age on the racecourse.

Axoraer MemBER: Specially at elec-
tion times.

Mr. GULL: As far as betting is
concerned, as I have said, we are not
going to make people moral by Act of
Parliament. If we stop people from
betting on racing they will bet on foot-
ball. They will bet on football whether
there is racing or not, but if there is less
racing they will have inore woney to bet
with on football. Anyhow, I do not
think the inquiry can do any harm.
I think it will probably do us a lot of
good. Therefore, 1 am quite satisfied to
assist the mewmber for Forrest in trying
to obtain it.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken, and a commitiee appoin-
ted comprising Mr. Bolton, Mr. Gull, Mr.
Horan, Mr. Monger, also Mr. A, J.
Wilson as mover; with power to call for
persons and papers, and to sit on days
over which the House stands adjourned;
to report on 8th December,

PAPERS—ELECTORAL ABUSES AND
DEFECTS.

OR BELECT COMMITTEE TO INQUIRE.

Mr. G. TAYLOR (Mt Margaret)
moved :
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what I Thave -
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27th October, 1905 (Fremantle, South Fre-
mantle, North Fremantle, and FEast Fre-
mantle), be iaid on the table of this Hounse.

He said: 1 mueb regret the npecessity
for the motion which stands in my name
on the Notice Paper, especially so soon
after the geveral election; and I am sure
the like sorrow will be expressed by other
members in this Chamber whoin the last
Parliament took part in passing the
BElectoral Act. It was the desire of the
House that every freedom should be

_ given to the electors, every opportunity

for recording their votes. I am sorry
for postal voting, have been so much
abused during the last general clec-
tion. [ ay sauy that the facility
for postal voting was abused during the
preceding election, if we may judge by
what members had to say in this
Chamber after their return, In moving
for the papers containing the reports of
investigations made by the Electoral
Department into the elections wentioned
in the motion, my only desire is for
the fullest investigation. Statements
have Dbeen made to me by those
whn took part in these elections; and
from what I can gather there have been
some irregularities, and more than that,
illegal votes have been recorded. I will
point out—and I believe this will be
borne out when the investigations are
brought to light—that men Iving ill in
bed recorded postal votes, or at least that
a man lying ill in bed recorded a postal
vote. This latter is u rather delicate
subject, for since that man recorded his
vote he has passed away; but I take his
case ag an instance. This man in par-
ticular was waited on by a gentleman ap-
pointed by the Government to take postal
votes; and having seen the sick man, the
(Government official decided that he was
incapable, mentally and physically, of
recording his vote, and decided not to
bave the vote recorded. But we find that
when the count of the postal votes was
made on polling day, the sick man’s vote
was recorded by post, and it was initialled

* by another gentleman authorised by the

That all papers containing the reports of the .

investigations made by the Electoral Depart-
ment into the following elections, held on the

Government to take postal votes. If the
Government desire that T shall reveal the
names to the House, I will do so. Most
of these Fremantle electorates have re-
turned supporters of the Government;

~ but that is not by reason for this motion.
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My'desire is to have every light thrown
upon the manner in which the last general
election was conducted. We find that
men voted who had ne right ‘to vote.
We also find cases in these very
electorates—I am not going to specify
one particularly, but.the case I have
instanced is dealing with the East Fre-
mantle electorate ; there are cases in con-
nection with the Fremantle election where
the names of men who were on the water
between here and the Eastern States
appear on the roll, and their votes were
recorded on polling day though they were
hundreds of miles from this State. I
have been informed of this on what I
believe to be a reliable and sruthful
authority ; but if T am badly advised it
ig not iny fault. Those men who were
acting as scrutineers, T think, should be
qualified to know. At least, when they
knew a man personally and knew that he
was between here and the Eastern States,
and when they found that hisvote had been
recorded, they are sufficient authority for
me to speak in this Chamber. T haveno
objection to any man or woman record-
ing a vote in accordance with the Aect;
but I certainly object to any man record-
ing a vote illegally for any man 1o this
Chamber, whethar he is sitting on this
side of the House or on the Government
gide. 'We also had personations. Tn the
Electoral Act we have power for postal
votes; but it has been abused, not only
on the coast but in practically every
electorate that we have beard members
speak about. I have no complaint to
make so far as my own election was con-
cerned. The returning officer in the
Mount Margaret electorate gave every
facility for every person in that scattered
electorate to record his vote, He made
polling places in every centre where
there was u sufficient number—and that
number was not very large for that pur-
pose. I have no comiplaint te make so
far as I am personally concerned. Mem-
bers opposite may say that the success-
ful candidates never find much fault
with their election returns. It is the
gentlemen who are defeated who can
tell how and why they were defeated.
There are startling things in circulation
noew about wen recording votes for candi-
dates who bave been successful while
undergoing a term of imprisonment for
three years. [Memser: Thecandidate ]
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No; but there are times when members
qualify here for the other place. These
are rumours which are most undesirable ;
and what I desire by this wotion is to
have a thorough investigation so far as
these elections are concerned. No doubt
other members who know other electorates
where elections were conducted perhaps
in a worse anner than these, will add
then to this motion. I have no objection,
especially if in those electorates investiga-
tions similar to those in the electorates I
bave named have taken place. I know
these investigations have taken place,
because those who were interrogated are
not backward in saying that the investiga-
tions took place. Concerning the Govera-
ment appointments of gentlemen 1o take
postal votes, I am not going to raise
rauch objection to those who were
appointed. I find the list contains the
name of an estimuble gentleman, a justice
of the peace, Mr. W. J. Holmes. I bave
been informed and know that this
gentleman has a brother who is very
much like him, so much like him—in
fact he is a twin brother. I do not mean
the member for East Fremantle (Mr. J,
J. Holmes), who knows that what I say
is absolutely correct. It has heen
agserted by some who know both brothers,
William and Robert, that they believe it
was Kobert Holmes who took the postal
votes, and not William Holmes. [MEeM-
BER: Do you know the difference 7] 1
know the difference between the two
geutlemen ; but they are very much alike,
and it has been asserted that Mr. Robert
Holmes went so far from Fremantle as
Bayswater to take votes; and those who
recorded their votes there told me they
were sure it was Mr. Robert Holmes
and that they knew him for years at
Fremantle. It is also stated without
doubt that those people who recorded
their votes at Bayswater have at Ieast
been residing there and not in East
Fremantle for many months., Many
voters who recorded their votes by post—
I am sure the trath will be forthcoming—
have not bLeen residing in Kast Fre-
mantle, some of them, for as long as
nine years. This may be startling to
hon. gentlemen; but numbers of them
bave not been residing in East Fremantle
for twelve months and others for two or-

three years.



Elecloral Abuses :

Mz. J. J. Houmes: Perhaps you will
tell us whom they voted for.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is no concern of
mine whom they voted for. My concern
is to make the elections in this State as
clean as possible. T bhave no feeling
towards the member for East Fremantle,
and I think it is about time in this
Chamber when a member can stand up
and advocate something that may affect
another member without the latter feeling
that the hon. member was speaking with
auntipatby towards the gentleman directly
concerned. Though we have crossed
swords many times, I am sure that the
member for East Fremantle knows that
in the old Parlinment we were at least
friends outside politics. [Mr. Gorpon:
You don't call this politics vou are
talking now ?] The hon. member who
represents Canning thought it was quite
politic that those deadheads should
record their votes oun the 27th October to
return the Government’s majority at that

, Perth during the
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Me. Foorkes: One of your Ministers
went to East Perth twelve months ago
to do the same thing.

Mr. TAYLOR: I did not go to East
election. I have
religionsly refrained from being about
a polling booth on polling day, especially
in my own electorate. I left my own
electorate on the morning the polling
opened. I knew too well the intention
of Parliament wlen the Act was passed,

- and I think that all candidates should

beautiful gallop described to-day by the !

member for Swan as ‘“the’ Rason
gallop.” These irregularities have taken
place; and I think it necessary that the
House should know something about the
acenracy of them. Now we come to
polling day itself. What do we find?
We find the honorary Minister (Hon.
M. L. Moss) standing oytside the polling
booth at East Fremantle for the whole of
the day, with an electoral roll in his
hand, influencing those whom he could to
record their votes for the Governmeni
supporter. We also find that the hon-
orary Minister had recorded his vote
by post some few days previously,

with the object, he suid then, of being

absent from the electorate. T am not
going to assume that the hon. gentle-
man recorded his own vote by post
to give him more time to work for
the Government supporter. 1 do not
believe that the present Govern-
ment with their magnificent majority

would stoop to such contemptible actions °

if the elections took place to-morrow;

but when they weunt to the country they -
. but if the hon. member who represents

were not so strong ae they are to-day.
Aund I am indeed sorry that any Govern-
ment should tolerate an honorary Minister
pimping about a polling boothfsupporting
a candidate in the way I have indi-
cuted.

refrain from being present at the polling
hooth on pelling day. If I have been in
East Fremantle or in any other elec-
torate supporting a Labour man, I bave
been at a public meeting before the
polling took place. In Kast Perth I
addressed two public meetings against
the present Apent General, Mr. Walter
Jumes, when he was Premier of this
State. I spoke in the interests of the
Labour man, but that was the day
before the election. I shall do that
again in any electorate where a Labour
man is standing. I am sure about
myself, and T hope I shall never find any
member of the party with which I am
associuted pimping about a polling
booth trying to secure votes if they are
members of Parliameat, and especially if
they are Ministers. It is contemptible
for Ministers to be guilty of such a
crime. T am not going to wince matters.
I desire to know whether it is the inten-
tion of the Government to put the law in
motion against those who were appoioted

. by the Government to take those votes,

so that they may be punished for any
illegal acts or Irregularities. The
Governmment are responsible for the
officers they appoint, and so0 the
Government should take this matter into
consideration and try to clean up the
elections in this State. We have heard
the wmember for Menzies (Hon. H.
(Gregory) twitting the member for
Leonora (Mr. P. J, Lyoch) about some-
thing in connection with votes. To me
that mwatter is foreign. I had no hand
in it, nor do T know anythiag about it;

Menzies has any fault to find with the
member who represents Leonora, or any-
thing that hon. member did during his
campaign, why does not the member for
Menzies rise and make a statement
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against the member for Teonora, for

then it may be refuted, or proved ?

MirisTeEr ForR M1¥Es: You can throw -
- suys that if an application for a vote is

all the dirt necessary.

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member
cannot get any dirtier than he is. It is
not my desire to make him any dirtier,
and I have no desire io cleanse him. I
want to know whether the Government
are going to put the law in motion
against those, whether they be in the
employ of the Government or whether
they be voters, who have committed any
breach of the Electoral Act during the
last election. I have no desire to spenk
any longer. [Mer. Gorpow: Hear,
hear.] I have no desire to speak at any
length; but when the Leader of the
Opposition was dealing with electorul
matters yesterdav, he made some state-
ments with reference to some applicants
for votes in the Menzies electorate, who,
through the writs being hurriedly issued,
were not eligible to vote. Iecan bear that
out as true. The leader of the Opposi-
tion was perfectly correct when he said
there were from three to five hundred
applications for votes eligible to be re-
corded, only they were a day too late. I
also know that the Minister for Mines
was well primed and informed as to how
the votes that were registered would
apply. He was the very first man fo tell
me and others in the ordinary course of
conversation, while discussing the elee-
fion and the chances of candidates’ suc-
cesses. There was no secret about it; it
was the ordinary way in which one
talks,. He produced a telegram and
showed it round as to how many voters
who were eligible to vote at the general
election were mnot eligible fo  vote
at the Ministerial election. The hon.
gentleman practically denied it yes-
t.erda.\ The denial was so streng
that, in accordance with the forms of the
Chamber, the Leader of the Opposition
had to withdraw the remark. 1 am con-

fident there were from 300 to 500 electors :

in the Menzies electorate for whom appli-
cation had been made, and had not the
writs been issued on the duy they were
these 300 or 500 persons would have
been allowed to vote, and they would
have materially affected the election.
That did not apply so strongly at any
other election. Tt was ‘;tr:mgu., the ho.

gentleman should know cxactly how
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many applications for votes were in.
The writ was issued so that these votes
were too late to be recorded, for the Act

received 14 days befere the issue of the
writ, the namne shall be deemed to be on
the roll. These people were debarred
from voting because the writ was issued
a day, or I may say weeks, sooner than it
should have been ; the Premier in manip-
ulating looked out for that. He was
well advised, I suppose, as to how it
would apply in various instances where a
@overnment supporter was being opposed
by & Labour mun. I move the motion
staliding in my nawe.

Mr. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet): I
second the motion.

Mr. A. A. HORAN (Yilgam): I
desire to support the motion. If my
memory serves me right, the hon. mem-
ber (Mr. Taylor) was originally the head
of u department controllmg the electoral
officers, and I am somewhat disap-
peinted that he did not do one thing that
many people in the House would have
liked him to have done, and for which he
would have received the support of every
member of the community, diswiss the
Chief Electoral Officer, Mr. Oct. Burt. T
must express regret at the condition of
things during the recent election. They
were unsatisfactory in all quarters, The
member for Mount Margaret may have
no reason to complain in regard to his
electorate, but members in different
electorates have had reason to complain.
There were no less than 4,400 odd names
removed from the electoral rolls in my
district, but somehow it happened I was
returned. I do mot know that T am
justified in making this accusation, but I
gay this: whilst the sitting member is
given a slight privilege over a new
candidate in the fact that he has a rail-
way pass, I found in my electorate three
Government officers with free passes
canvassing against me. I will make a
gpecific charge with names before long.
That is the way in which the Government
of the day carry out the administration
of the Electoral Act. There are strong
Teasons to call for the papers in the case.
In my electorate T had many strange
experiences and wany extraordinary
interpretations of the FElectoral Act.
On a previous occasion the electoral
officer decided that the counting of votes
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should not take place until the whole of
the boxes reached the central polling
bootk ; he was therefore prepared to
accept postal votes, if those votes bore
the postmark that they bad been deposited

[29 WovEMBER, 1905.]

on the day of election, and before the

final counting of the votes.

When the

new Government came nto power the |
same Electoral Act was in operation) .

*but there wuas quite a different inter-
pretation put on the Act, iith the
result that the returning
were authorised, in the different portions
of my extensive electorate, to open the
boxes and telegraph the results at once.
Counsistent with that interpretation the
reburning officer stated that he would
not receive postal votes unless they were
in- his hand by 7 p.m. on the 27th
October. T have in my possession sore
votes that have been sent to me by an
officer authorised under the Aect to
receive postal votes, and I find by the
postmarks and the postage stamps on
the outside of the envelopes that they
were received at the central post office in
the district, which by the way is the same
building in which the returning officer
has an oftice, and had lan in the Southern
Cross post office for several days when
they should have been received by the
returning officer on the 27th October. I
have the envelopes in my possession and
they are marked “T 2, refused.” 1
understand that to mean that the postal
authorities charged 2d. each for these
letters, whereupon in all probability the
returning ofticer refused to receive them.
Mr. Oct. Burt has issued instructions
. time and again under the autharity
reposed in him by the Electoral Act that
all postal votes should be conveyed by
post free, and the Commonwealth Postal
Act makes & similar provision. Why
the votes were refused when the return-
ing officer himself lived in the same
building and within two doors of the
post oftice I cannot say. I think this
condition of things needs far greater
inquiry than the state of affairs which
even the member for Mount Ddlargaret
suggests. Hud not the Address-in-Reply
been concluded with so much rapidity
and with g0 nwach discourtesy on the
part of members on the Ministerial side

officers

yesterday this matter would have been

veniilated ; still there are opportunities to
voice our opiniops in regard to the

. & jwolling booth on polling day.
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administration of the Electoral Act. Iun
regurd to the Electoral Act itself I was
not a2 wember of the Parlinment that
passed it. T have pleasure in supporting
the motion,

Tre PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason) :
In deuling with this motion, I desire to
make the allowance which is usually
made to people who approach a subject
under circumstances such as exist in
regard to members opposite.  One must
make allowance for a certain amount of
ill feeling, and one must make allowance
for disappointment. I try to make such
allowance, but T do regret after making
that allowance that an hon. gentleman
who has been himself a Minister of the
Crown should bave thought it necessary
to wake the accusations which he did
against Ministers. I shall have no objec-
tion to lny the papers ou the table. I dg
not know why the hon. mewmber has
shown sueh undue preférence to South
Fremautle, North Fremantle, East Fre-
mantle, and Fremantle, when, one would
think, if one could judge from the mem-
bers’'s remarks, there were many other
places within hig own knowledge that he
might as well huve added ; but if he
thinks South Fremantle, North Fre-
mantle, East Fremantle

M=z. G. Tavior: They are the only
places I know about in which a depart-
mnental investigation has taken place.

Tux PREMIER: And Fremanile, are
ditectly concerned and offer the most
shocking illustration, T shall be glad
indeed to assist him to huve the most
thorough inguiry. The hon. gentleman
gives us an illustration of the shocking
deeds performed under this Act, and he
was himself for 12 months the Minister
iz charge of the Aet. He gives us the
glaring illustrations of something wrong,
that men have actually been seen in the
street when they have recorded their
votes by post.

Me. Tayrnor: I did not say that.

Tae PREMIER : Whatever the hon.
member meant or intended to say, that
was what he did say.

Mz. Taxror: I did not.

Tae PREMIER : If I misunderstood
the hon. member I regret it, and I with-
draw. I was sorry indeed that the hon.
member should refer to one of my col-
leagues as having been pimping round
T do
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not myself know what constitutes a ! they could be held.

pimp, I helieve it is something very
offensive; bLut the hon. gentleman, if he
recorded his vote by post, was perfectly
within his right if he had reason to
believe that on polling day he would unot
be in East Fremantle. What I take
exception to, and the strongest possible
exception, is the remark of the hon.
member that the writs were manipulated
by me—that the date of issue of the
writs was manipulated by me for the
purpose of shutting outa certain number
of voters. That is & most unjust and
most unworthy remark, only capable of
being made use of by the member who
made it and the gentlemen who appland
it.  Tet we remind members of the
House that the whole of the writs were
issued on one day, and the whole of them
or 4% at least out of the 50 were return-
able on the same dav. Let me remind
members that the rolls on which these
elections were held were the rolls left by
the members opposile; they were their own
rolls. What would have been said,
what charges of manipulation would
have been made, if I had delayed
the issue of these writs so that
fresh rolls could have been used ¥ In-
stead of the charge of indecent haste,
we should have had charges from all
quarters that we purposely delaved the
issue of the writs in order to stuff these
rolls. [Mg. Troy: Nonsense!] That is
my opinion. I have some experience of
hon. gentlemen opposite, and T give that
ag my unhesitating opinion as to the
course they would haveadopted. Becanse
we did not do that, because we took the
rolls which they themselves left to usand
held the election upon those rolls, we are
accused of manipulating them. T cannot
imagine any more unfair charge being
made. I have heard frequently of the
indecent haste with which the writs were
issued. What would have been said if
we had delayed the issue of the writs 7 It
would have been said that we were afraid
to go to the country, that we were hold-
ing on to the offices we held us long as
possible without an election. More un-
worthy things, very much unworthier
things than thut,huve been said already.
[Mr, Trox: Why did you rush the
elections 7] We adopted the constita-
tional course of holding the elestions at
the very earliest opportunity at which
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Any other course
would have been improper in the extreme,
aud any other course would have been
used against us with even greater force
than the arguments which bave bLeen
adduced. What we did we are responsible
for to the people of Western Australia,
and the people of Western Australia, the
vast majority of them, are perfectly satis-
fied that we adopted a proper course.
Mz. Trov: The majority did not vote,
Tur PREMIER: That being s0, I do
not know that we need exercise our minds
unduly because it has not pleased some
few hon. gentlemen opposite. I am as
anxious as anyone that there should be
purity of election. I will do my utmost
to assist any member of the House at
arriving at that most desirable result.
No one would regret more than I should,
or 1 trust any of wmy colleagues, or any
members sitting on this side of the House,
that there should bhe unfair advantage
taken in any election throughout this
State. My desire iy to see that every
wan or woman who has a right to vote
shall exercise that right, and shall have
every assistance possible rendered. My
desire is that anyone who votes wrongly
ghould be made to see the error of his or
her ways. But when we speak of there
being tmproper uses made of the fran-
chise in one direction, let us at least be
houest and admit that if wrong has been
done on one side it has been done on the
other also. It goes without saying that
if sins have been committed at all they
have been committed on both sides. That
would not make either of them any
better, but it is not, I submit, a very
good practice for peoplé who have been
beaten—I do not use the word offensively,
I do not mean it in that light—to try
and show that they were defeated by im-
proper practices. [Mr. TavyLor: I have
not implied it.] My experience is that
the man who takes his defeat well is
very much on the high road towards
victory, and the man who takes a defeat
badly is not doing himself or his cause
any good. I was surprised that my
friend the member for Yilgara (Mr.
Horan) should have referred to the con-
duct of three railway inspectors, and I
am sure that if the hop. member had
brought that conduct under the notice of
the Government we should have been
very glad indeed to inquire into the
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matter.
that, but T did hear of an immense body
of rmlwa.v servants taking part ina cer-
tain election not a very long time ago, and
not a hundred miles removed from that
patticular locality, That seems to have
been quite in order and quite the proper
thing to do on that occasion. [MEMBER:
They patd their own fares.] On this
occaston because three railway inspectors
are supposed to have taken part in the
election campaign, that is most improper.
Tt is merely a guestion of circumstances
altering cases. T fail to follow the
reference of my friend opposite to Me.
Robert Holmes and Mr. W. J. Holmes,
unless the complaint be that they are so
much alike each other. T have been put
to inconvenience by that fact on more
than one oceasion. I do not know
because Mr. W. J. Holmes went to a
place instead of Mr. R. Holmnes, or wvice
versa, that any serious thing was done or
that anyone has very much cause of com.-
plaint, unless it be that the hon. gentleman
wighes to infer that Mr. Richard Holmes
obtained a vote which Mr. W. J. Holmes
could not obtain; or that either one
or the other obtained a voe becatise he wag
go much like his brother. I have alrea.dy
said that T have no objection to placing
these papers npon the table of the House.
T wish the hon. member had confined his
remarks to moving for those papers and
giving his reasons for moving for them,
and had not accused any member of this
gide of the Honse of manipulation—
manipulation which did not exist, becanse
the rolls were never touched, and we
dealt with the rolls that the hon.
gentleman himself left us—aund had not
attributed, as the hon. member has been
too fond of doing in the past, wrong
imputations to people who happen perhaps
to bave just as good a desire to obtain
justice for anyone as the hon gentleman
himself has.

Mr.J.J. HOLMES {East Fremantle) :
I realise that we must always make due
allowance for any utterance by the mem-
ber who moved this motien. T have had
considerable experience upon the floor of
the House, and I always make allowance,
and I believe we all do, for his statements
abd utterances. T was under the impres-
sion that the Supreme Court and the Crown
Law Department were the departments
t0 deal with matters of this kind.
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This is the firat I bave heard of
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Personally I court the fullest inquiry.
During the whole of that campaign 1n
East Fremantle--and if opportunity
arises I am prepared to prove it—the
contest was fought in an honest and
straightforward manner. I am prepared
to go before any justice and any authority
and swear that 1 did not ask one single
individual to vote for me, either at this
or ut the previous election.

Mr. Tavior: I did not accuse you
of it.

Me. HOLMES: No; but you accused
those associated with me of underhand
work, which Tin a measure am respon-
sible for.

Mr. Taveon: You did not know any-
thing about it.

Mz. HOLMES: 1 did not know any-
thing about it except this, that my honest
desire wus to see that those entitled to
vaie should have an opportunity of doing
so, and that those not entitled to vote
should be prevented. So much so that
on the morning of the election my com-
miltee had prepared no less than thivteen
pages of foolacap, typewritten as closely
as possible, challenges to people who
were nol entitled to vote. When the
poll opened we put one copy into the
hands of each returning officer, and what
happened ? . [Me. Bovror : You won the
election.] The returning officer refused
to accept the information my committee
supplied. He said,”™ You inust challenge
the electors when they come in.” And
they did challenge them when they came
in. Some came to one booth and were
preveuted there, and went to the next
and were prevented there also, and they
turped round and said, “ We will not go
any farther; you prevented us at two
places, and we suppose you would at
others.” That is the way we prevented
a lot of votes from being recorded
which had no right to be recorded;
and because it has been suggested that
someone squeezed in votes which had no
right to be recorded the hon. member
wishes to infer that T am responsible. I
court inquiry, and will prove that if
these people had been challenged as they
should have been and prevented from
voting, the majority would have been
more in my favour than it was at the
receni election.  Personally I refuse to
fight ancther election under an Elec.
toral Act such as that which exists to-
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day vnless there is to be a short, sharp,
and shining fight before there is any
chance of amending the present Act; and
in that case T will fight.
Act is open to fraud and to corruption
of every description. TIfT go on hearsay
as my friend goes on hearsav—nothing
else—I know of instances where votes
have been recorded before postal vote
officers, and the votes never reached their
destination. That is a condition of
affairs that ought not to exist. [Mr.
Horax: I have 600.] What became of
those votes in the meantime? Perbaps
some other person can explain; it is
beyond my comprehension altogether. In
reference to the two brothers and postal
votes, I think that what has been said 1s
entirely out of place. 1 was no party to
appointing any person to receive postul
votes, 1 was a party to preventing wmy
brother R. H. from being appointed at
Fremantle. The National League sug-
gested that he should be appointed to
Fremantle to take postal votes, but I
said: “No, [ am a candidate for East
Fremantle. He iz not going to be
appointed.” My opponent, Mr. Angwin,
as mayor of East Fremantle, had his
town clerk available for taking postal
votes.- [MemBer: His town clerk ?]
He is the wavor of Bast Fremantle:
I say his town clerk. My opponent,
Mr. Angwin, was not satisfied with his
town clerk, but bhad his rate collector
also appointed. Members will see that
whilst my friend opposite has, perhaps, a
little cause for complaint, T have much
more cause for complaint. As to Mr.
Moss, that gentleman is able to defend
himself. If the law be put in motion
agaiost him—and if he has done any-

thing wroog it should be—I am satisfied -

he will come out scathless. As to where
people should vote, that is a matter
which is open to miscomception. The
Act is pot too clear. And when we have
had the member for Brown Hill (Mr.
Bath), who should know that the quali-
fication is residential, standing up in this
House yesterday as he did, and making a
statement that he voted where his interest
was—({ Interjection]—I refer the bon.
member to Hansard.  He said he voted
where his interest was. When we have
the Leader of the Opposition, an ex-
Minisler of the Crown, making a state-
ment that he voted where his interest

The present )
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was, surely we can forgive the individual
electors not versed in the Electoral
Act for making a mistake by voting at
East Fremantle where their interests lay.
Much has been said by the mover of the
motion as to the condition of the rolls,
and what should be done; but I should
like to ecarry back the hon. member's
memory to the time when he was Colonial
Secretary, and in charge of this depart-
ment. After the general election for the
last Parlinment I think that data were
supplied to the Electoral Department
by the National League in Fremantle to
the effect that certain persons voted in
East Fremaatle, ‘North Fremantle, and
South Fremantle, on the same day, and
at two or three places; and practically no
notice was taken of the communication.
There was the hon. member’s opportunity
to distinguish himself by prosecuting
those who had done wrong, and by pre-
venting a recurrence of the wrong by
putting the rolls in order; but nothing
was done. Put the hon. member on the
attack, and be is all right; put him on
his defence, and he is an absolute failure.
Again, I should like to refer to an honest
attempt made befors the last geveral
election to revise and put in order the
Fremantle rolls. [LaBour MEMBER: By
whow ¥] By the National League. An
honest attempt was made; and in East
Fremantle some 1,200 names were objected
to. And who prevented the names from
being taken off ?

Me. Borror : T an glad I had a hand
i it

Mr. HOLMES: Yes; you and some
other Labour members standing at the
time. But while we asked that only
1,200 names should be taken off, a
revision court held subsequently took
off no less than 1,800 ; so I think we
treated the rolls fuirly liberally in asking
that only 1,200 should be taken off, when
it was subsequently proved that the
number unjustly on the rolls was 1,800.

Mz. Borron: The resident magistrate
did not think you had treated the parties
too fairly.

Mr. HOLMES: He did.

M. Borron: He threw you all out
of court, and would not allow your
objections,

Mr. HOLMES: If one desired to go
into details, one could mention many
other matters connected not only with
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Fremantle constituencies, but with the
general e¢lections throughout the State.
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But if we are to go into detail and occupy -

the time of the House instead of the time
of the Su;.)reme Court, I think we are
travelling in the wrong direction.

MR, Tavror: This is not a Supreme
Court matter.
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when the inquiry is over, I am perfectly
satisfied that I and the eentlemen men-
tioned to-day, principally my brothers,
will come ont of that inquiry with the
clean record they have held in this State

- up to the present.

Mg. Scappan: It needs & Royal Com- |

mission, presided over by a Judge.

Mr. HOLMES: We have had enough
of Royal Commissions. So far as I am
concerned, 1 will on every possible
occasion vote against Royal Commissions.
For select committees, to which there is
no pay attuched, I will vote when desir-
able; but as t0 Royal Commissions,
neither the member interjecting nor any

other member of this House shall have an -

opportunity of sitting on a Royal Com-
mission if I can help it.

Mz. Scabpay: I said a Royal Com-
mission presided over by a Judge.

Mr. HOLMES: As to the East
Fremantle electorate, the orgabisation
wns perfect; and so perfect that my
committee objected to about 500 or 600
names which were handed to the return-
ing officer on the morning of the election,
because the persons in question had left
the distrier.

Me. Boutoy : Because they had moved
next. door.

Mr. HOLMES: No; because they
had woved altogether out of the district.
In one place we challenged would-be
voters; they went on fo the next voting
place, where they were again challenged ;
and ultimately they turned round and
snid, ¢ Your organisation is too good ; we
cannot get in.” I can go farther. One
of my managers was some 12 months ago
removed from East Fremantle to a shop
at Subiaco. A%t the time of the election
be was still on the East Fremantle
roll. He came to me on the day of the
election, and said, ** Your opponent, Mr.
Angwin, has asked me to vote for him.
He konows I bave becn out of the district,
but he says, * Mr. Holmes will not object ;
be will probably thizk you are guing to
vote for him.' What amItode?” T
said, “ You have been 12 months out of
that electorate. Do not vote.” He did
not vote. Ifthe House wants facts of that
kind, it can have them. So far as Tam
concerned, I court the fullest inquiry.

Mr. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mautle) : As Fremantle seems to be solely
mentioned in this motion, I will content
myself by saying o very few words. 1
think it a great pity {hat the member for
Mount, Margaret should have specially
directed his motion at one district. So
far as I am concerned, I amn certain that I
bave suffered much more than my oppo-
nent through the disgraceful state of the
Fremantle rolls. T know men and women
who bave been living thereand in the same
houses for the best part of their lives;
and thev, my owu persounal friends, bad
their names omitted from the rolls. Tam
not making an outery ; but I will support
the hon. member or any other wem-
buer in securtog a general inquiry. The
rolls are a disgrace to the State; and
whether that be the fuult of the Act or
of those who administer it. I for one will
be prepared to support very drustic
measures to bring about a better stute of
affairs. But though [ will not oppose
the motion, I do vot think any good can
be achieved by an inquiry as o one par-
ticular district. Personally T am certain
that, bad the rolls been in a good state, [
should have been returned by a majority
of 200, 300, or 400. As to the South
Fremantle election, I court the strictest
inquiry; and I leave other members to
speak for themselves.

Me. J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont) :
To wmy mind, the discussion so far shows
quite clearly that this House is probably
the worst tribunal to deal with the matters
in question. There is too much party
feeling in this House to permit of securing
a fair or correct decision on matters in
dispute concerning the recent election. I
say that advisedly. Il was the practice
of the House of Commons, I think until
1880, to inguire into election disputes
Ly means of a tribunal of members
selected by the House itself. And what
was the result? That the House of
Commons election commitiees were com-
posed of partisans pure and simple.
When the Conservatives were in office, if
the Liberals questioned the result of an

Mr, Moss can take care of himself; and ;| election, the Conservaties took care that
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the majority of the members of the select
committee should be Couservatives; and
the converse happened when the Liberals
were in power; with the result that
both parties in the House ultimately
agreed that all matters in dispute as
to elections should be dealt with, not
by the House of Commons, but by
a tribunal of High Court Judges,
seeing that the House of Commons was
not capable of giving fair and just
decisions on matters of that kind. Here
already we have had the member for
Mount Margaret complaining of certain
facts brought to his notice. The member
for East Fremantle (Mr. Holmes) also
complained of certain facts brought to
his notice. Every member of this House
who, at the last general election, won a
contested campaign, knows quite well
that, owing to the faulty machinery of
the Electoral Act, many things ook place
which all recognise should not have taken
place. But I wish to impress members
with the fact that the present Govern-
ment are pledged—and they will, T am
sure, receive the support of members on
this (Government) side of the House—
to amend the Electoral Act; and 1
believe they will keep their pledge. Any

facta we may now bring up in relation to .

the faulty machinery and faulty adminis-
tration at the last general election will
not help ua in the slightest; becanse, if
there was any doubt in the mind of a
single member as to the necessity for
amending the Electoral Act, I could quite
understand its being thought necessary
to appoint a select committec to inquire
into the administration of the Act. But
surely every single member, either on that
side or on this, does think it is urgently
necessary to amend that Act as early as
possible. So I think that the motion
will not help us in the least. Certainly
the Premier has agreed not to oppose it;
but I do not expect the slightest practical
result to arise from the investigation.
I wish to be quite frank. T thiok
the motion indicates what is commonly
called in the Supreme Court something
in the nature of a fisbing inquiry. 1 can
judge only by what we see in the
public Press. Some time ago a meeting
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sufficient facts to assist them in securing
what they would like, and perhaps they
think that by appointing this committee
thuy may be able to secure those facts.
[Lasovr Memrer: What committee ¥]
I am wrong as to the committee. Certain
members evidently think that they may
obtaiu farther information by having the
papers luid on the table, [LaBour MEn-
BER: Why should they not.?] Thereisno
occasion for that. I would point out that
passing the motion will not help us. We
are all agreed that the Electoral Act
needs amendment ; that the Government
are pledged to amend that Act, and T
believe thev will as soon as possible carry
out their pledge. The member for East
Fremantle (Mr. Holes) interjects. 1
was in the House when the Electoral
Aet was passed, and so was that hon.
member.

Lasovr MEMBER:
credit to either of you,

Mr. FOULKES: Perhaps not; but
the Labour party gave that Bill their
strongest support.

Mr. HoraN: Where are they now ?

Me. FOULEES: Some of them are
here. The wmember for Mt. Margaret
supported the Bill, and was subsequently
in charge of its administration. I bave
risen only to point out that this motion
will not help the matter in the slightest;

It is not much

. beeause it must be agreed that we are all

|
|
i

was held in Fremantle with a view

to try to upset the return of a member at
the recent election. Perhaps the con-
veners of that meeting have not obtained

partisans, and that we are the worst
possible tribunal to deal with a matter of
this sort.

Mr. T. H BATH (Brown Hill): In
discussing this motion, the fact that the
Premier has expressed his intention to
lay the papers oo the tfable disposes
to a large extent of the proposal of
the member for Mout Margaret. For
myself, 1 was not aware of the fact
that the Electoral Department had leld

i any investigations into the result of

the elections in the Fremantle constit-
uencies ; and I think that if those
investigations were held, similar investi-
gations should be held regarding every
constituency in the State. I wish to
direct attention to the special pleading
of the Premier in regard to what we
Labour members characterised—and I
think characterised correctly—as the in-
decent haste in the issue of the writs.
The Premier said, if he had delayed their
issue he would have been accused of other
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sins by those on this side of the House.
It has always been the policy of the
members of the Labour party and always
will be their policy, to give facilities to
the people, so many as are entitled to
vote, to record their votes. I have yetto
learn what country emjoying a constitu-
tion hurries on an election and ihe issue
of writs to prevent a great number of
people having their names on the roll. I
know of no State in Australia where the
issue of writs after a dissolution and
before a general election has been hurried
in the fashion it was before the recent
election. I know that in Western Aus-
tralia previous to this and in other States
, of the Commonwealth it has alwaye been
the practice, after a dissolution and
when, through the efluxion of time of
any Parliament, a general election was
pending, to allow time before writs were
issued for the rolls to be brought into
something like a proper and cowmplete
state. We know a lot of electors are
careless in this matter and that they
usua.llv leave it to the eve of a general
election before they get their names on
the rell; and that is why it is the
practice in the British dowinions and
Australia and New Zesland to give
ample time for the people to fill in claim
forms and to take every opportunity of
baving their names placed on the roll
before the election is held. Tn the-case
which has been quoted by the wember
for East Fremantle as to the vote which
I exercised in the recent election, T wish
to say that it was not through my own
instrumentality that my name was placed
on the Kalgoorlie roll. 1t was placed
there some time ago by the electoral
department, and that is the only roll on
which my name appeared during the
recent electton. I am one of those
members who attend to their parlia-
mentary business, and it is impos-
sible for me during the sessional
work to reside in Kalgoorlie and carry on
my parliamentary duties, and this com-
pels me to reside within a reasonable
distance of Parliament House; but I
take every opportunity during recess to
reside in Kalgoorlie, and every recess I
not only go myself, but my wife accom-
panies me, and we take up. our residence
on the goldfields. T am more justly
enfitled to record my vote for Kalgoorlie
than T am for a disiriet with which I am
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nat particularly concerned, and in which
I just happen to reside during the time
the parliamentary work is continuing.
During the course of the parliamentary
work when I have the opportunity I pay
frequent visits to Kalgoorlie, and I
resided there before the general election.
Some talk ahout disputing my vote and
inflicting a fine of £1C upon me. I only
hope they will get to work and try,
because they will find they will buck
up against considerable difficulty.

Mr. HoLmes: Would you recommend
the prosecution of anyone else in similar
circumstances ?

Mg, BATH : Sofar as I am concerned,
any sucli display on,the part of hon.
gentlemen opposite will meet with the
contempt, it deserves from me. Inregard
to the best method of remedying the
defects that have cropped up, we all
recognise that abuses have crept in; and

- I for one do not wish to say that hon.

members on this side of the House have
not availed themselves of opportunities
under the Electoral Act, just the same as
members on the Government side. We
all join in this view that the practice is
reprehensible ; and if the Act is defective,
let us join together, and if the hon.
gentlemen are honest in their intention
to make the Act one in which it is diflicult
for those abuses to creep in, they will
receive every assistance, as I snggested
yesterday afternoon, from members on
this side of the House. I agree with the
member for Claremont that, while it is
desirable to bave this information, little
can be accomplished in the way of reform
by the mere passing of this motion: An
amendment of the Electoral Act is
absolutely necessary, and we shall give
every assistance to have that amending
Act passed at the very earliest opportu-
nity.

Me. H E. BOLTON (North Fre-
mantle} : I feel it incumbent on me to
say a few words since my electorate is
mentioned in this motion. T thick most
of the debate has wandered from the
object sought to be obtained by the
motion ; and possibly the-Premier i1s the
one who led to this mistake, because he
sald he wondered at the member for
Mount Margaret limiting the inguiry to
the four Fremantle seats. If T read the
motion correctly it is only asking that
the papers already in _the hands of the
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department be laid on the table of the | time and my own way.

House. Most of the debate has led to
this conclusion, that it is the desire of all
members that an inquiry should take
place into every contested election on the
27th of October; but to my mind that
does not come within the scope of this
motion. If the mnover knew, and he has
declared that he knew, that au depart-
mentul investigation had taken place, he
is only asking for the result of that in-
vestigation to be laid on the table, and
he is not dealing with any electorate bat
the four mentioned, becausg he knew an
investigation had taken place into the
four Fremantle elections. It’is unfor-
tunate that the member for East Fre-
mantle should take the attack to apply
to himself personally. [Mg. Trox: The
cap fits.] I did not hear any expression
used by the member for Monnt Margaret
that referred to the member for East
Fremantle. {Me Hormes: What about
the twin brothers?] The member for
East Fremantle must claim to be one
of ftriplets, becanse the member for
Mount Margaret in referricg to twin
brothers was not referring to the member
for East Fremantle. How could he?
Conscquently the member for East Fre-
mantle claims to be one of the triplets.
When the meinber for Mount Margaret
referred to East Fremantle, he specifi-
cally stated that an honorary Minister
of the Crown was responsible for certain
actions, and the hon. mewber did not
refer to the member for East Fremantle.
The Premier took some excepiion. I
I must say that if the Premier knew all
ke would take less exception. An hon.
member said it was surprising that an
ex-Minister of the Crown, such as the
Leader of the Opposition, should make
the statement that he voted where his
interests were; but I say that an honorary
Minister, not an ex-Minister but a mem-
ber of the present Cabinet, took such
action in the East Fremantle election as
was at least degrading. [Mr. Trov:
Despicable.] Tt may be advanced that
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I can giveall
you want to listen to in that divection.
He was guilty of such action that at least
was not the action of a Minister of the
Crown. I have not said be was guilty of
an action of a criminal nature. [Me.
Hormes: Tell us what bedid.] For the
benefit of hon. members I will tell them
one or two things. I preface my remarks
by using the expression, as used by the
member for Bast Fremantle, that it is
only hearsay. He was preceded by the
member for Mount Margaret who also
said “ hearsay.” Sois mine. It is hear-
say, bat from a fairly reliable source. A
few minutes befure the close of the poll
at Eust Fremantle, some lumpers work-
ing on the north side of the river, who
had of necessity to cross in a boat to get
to East Fremantle, went to the Cale-
donian Hall to record their votes. There
were seven of them I think, The hon-
orary Minister of the Crown met them
and told them they had no right to vote
in that hall because they lived nearer
another polliug booth. [ do not wish
to claim that they were so simple as
that; but when inembers smile they
are either smiling at those seven lumpers,
becunse

. these seven men went away and were not

all is fair in love and war and politics, !

and that they played the game for all it
was worth. Possibly so. 1 am not
making a chd,rge that anything of a
criminal nature can be brought against
that honorary Miuister. [Mr. HoLmEes:
Tell us what he did.] I shall directly if
you will give me time. I like my own

allowed to record their votes. Again, as
the member for East Kremantle has
pointed out, a very lengthy list was made
out of objections to those who would
present themselves to claim their right
to vote. These objections were carefully
gone through and marked in a particular
manoer, and almost invariably they were
passed into the polling booth from the
Liands of the honorary Minister through
thie hands of the policeman to the hands
of the scrutineers. Idonot know whether
it was the Premier’s own words, but
reference was made to “ pimping.”

Mr. SPEAKER: That is an offensive
expression that should not have been
used.

Mgr. BOLTON: I am not referring to
any member of the House.

Mz. SPEAKER: T do not say 3 you are
using it, but I take this opport.umty of
poiating out that- you must not use an

+ offensive expression against a member of

this House or any House.
Mr. BOLTON: I do not lutend to use
it.
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Me. SPEAKER: I kuow it was used,
and I take this opportunity of saying
that.

Me. BOLTON : I can ouly say that it
is reported from a reliable source that
notes were passed in to’ the scrutineers
informing them whether they were to
object or not to object to votes; and the
whole of this work was done by a Minister
of the Crown. The game was played for
all it was worth, and the member for
East Fremantle should raise a monument
to that Minister of the Crown, because
that gentleman alone was responsible for
the hon. member’s election. There is no
question about that.

Mg. Howmes: I cannothelp my friends

battling for me.

Me. Tro¥: You are going to make him
a Judge, are you not ?

Mg. BOLTON: There is another matter
referring to the Electoral Act. Of course
most hon. members have expressed their
delermination to get some amendment to
that Act. The member for East Fre-
mantle says he refuses to fight another
election under the present. Act. I almost
feel iuclined to wish there was an election
to-morrow ; for then the hon. mewmber
would not stand. [Mr. Hounmes: Oh,
no.] Then I beg your pardon; I was
wondering why you would pull cut so
easily. We all recognise the necessity
for an amendment to the Act. DPostal
voting has been referred tn. For the
information of the member for East
Fremantle—I do not wish to accuse him
as an iodividual or as a principal of
knowing anything of it-—I may say that
a .gentleman, once a member of this
Chamber devoted something like two
weeks to travelling ahout in his trap
taking postal votes all day loug; and
this is to my certain knowledge; it is not
hearsay. It might not be known to the
member for East Fremantle, but I give
it as information and as a fact, that
the gentleman was once a member of this
Assembly.

Me. Gorpon: Isthatan offence?

Mer. BOLTON: I do not say so, but if
we had an inquiry some offences would
come to light. Tt is all very well for
people to say that they had the right to
vote by post if they were to be absent a
certain number of miles on the day of
election; but certain people voted by post
who had not that excuse, but did so
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because they thought they would like to
vote by post. I do pnot kmow whether
this gentleman’s services were honorary
or not. It has been said that the
National Political League made an
attempt to clean up the rolls. They
attempted to strike off 1,400 names from
the North Fremantle roll, and they were
particularly careful to find the majority
of them from those favourable to their
opponents. This is not hearsay. I,
with my colleagues ut Fremantle, also
the member for Scouth Fremantle (Mr.
Digmond), appeared at the revision
court against these objéctions. The
league went so fur as to have a sulicitor
to appear for them to back up their
objections, and out of the first dozen that
went through half-a-dozen were the
pames of people who had not removed
their place of residence. Amongst the
Nutional Political League I might men-
sion the names of the members for East
Fremantle and Frewantle. Although the
member for Fremantle did not take
part in these objections, the wmem-
bef for Bast Fremantle certainly did.
And during that time it was found that
fully half the objections alleged were
frivolous. Tnstead of a person living at
23 King Street he was living at 27 King
Street, next door but one. The names
would bave been struck off the roll if it
had not been ruled that the objections
were entirely out of order. It was proved
that the objections were incorrect, and
the magistrate said that he would upset
the whole objections because the first
half dozen were found to be incorrect;
the names hud been wrongfully cbjected
to. We applied for expenses in these
cases, and the resident magistrate said
that he would not give expenses, but he
gave the National -Political League a
warning to be more careful io the future
or he would give expenses in every case,
and they have been more careful since.
There were 400 votes lese polled in my
clectorate than at the previous election,
but my majority was considerable in-
creased ; therefore, these votes had
nothing to do with wy election. The
National Political League posted notice
of objection to the addresses of the per-
sons as they appeared on the roll, and
the letters were simply returned as
unclaimed. If a person removed to the
next house, or the next house but one,
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the name was removed from the roll.
Persons practically did not receive the
notification, but in such cases it was the
fanlt of the Act and not that of the
association. Since the Premier has said
that only urgent matters will be dealt
with this session I think this guestion
should be taken up, as itis one of the
most important that conld be dealt with,

Mer. T. WALKER (Kanowna): It
seems to me that a certain amount of
digression has been allowed in the debate
this ufterncon and that it has not been
altogether in order, but as the debate has
gone so far it would now be unwise to
attempt to stop it. I rise only to ask
the Premier if there be any chance of
getting on with the motion of which [
gave notice this afternoon. 1 gavenotice
of a motion to the effect that a select
committee be appointed, and I think the
select committee should comwmence its
labours almost immediately. [MEMBER:
It should be a Commission.] It should
be a Commission in one sense: ib should
be as independent of any political party
as possible. T am not in favour of Com-
missions being appointed that will cost
the country a large amount of money,
but any committee appointed should be
independent of this House, and should
mauke a thorough inquiry. What strikes
me is that the offence alleged in the
manipulation of the polling booths, the
matter with regard to postal votes and
other vctes, are confined to ne particular
electorate. The charges could be made
in every part of the State, from the
farthesi North-West electorate to the
farthest. Southern constituency. There
has been something radically wrony, not
due to any political agency. There must
be some fault in the system or with the
officer in charge of the electoral rolls, for
it is so conspicuous. In wmy electorate,
if T may add to a few of the instances
given, I know of cases were the wife’s
namne has been left on the roll and the
husband’s name taken off; Loth live in
the same house, bave been living there
for years, have never heen out of the
electorate, but by some mysterious pro-
cess some objection has been taken by
the electoral officer or some person, and
the hushands name has been struck off
the roll while the wife's pame is
retained. Apd wvice wversa, the wife's
name sometimes has been struck off
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and the husband’s name left on. Then
a whole family has Tleen left off
when there has been no change what-
ever, where the residence qualification
bas been intact. These alterations show
incompetency or a design somewhere.
Some inquiry should be made to see if these
matters were due to actuwal design
emanating from some source. Alladded,
strange to say, to the success of the
Ministerial party at the last election.
{M=.J.J. HoLmEs: Instances could be
found on both sides.] But the vast
majority of instances are on the fields,
decidedly., Hundreds of namnes were left
oft the rolls, names of persons entitled to
vote, and who had everv right to vote,
and who would have supported members
on the Opposition side of the House.
Fortunately it did vot interfere with my
election, but hundreds of names weve Jeft
off the roll in my constituency, the great
bulk being names of workers. It may
have heen a coincidence, but those who
were left off the roll would bave sup-
ported Opposition candidates. Thatis an
extraordinary thing. Sowe members say
that on the coast there was a practical
demonstration.  That seems to be mon-
strous, and it all points to this, that it
should he left to no Minister, it should
be left to no electoral officer, it should be
left to no national association or political
party to interfere with the rolls or the
rights of citizens to vote. The Act
should provide that the power of manip-
ulation shall be beyond chance of inter-
ference. Every citizen should have the
right to vote. It is this that is precipi-
tating the revolution in Russia to-day.
The whole trouble in Russia is in regard
to the right of citizenship, the right to
vote, to take part in the government of
the ecountry; vet in this State nearly
40,000 people have been reduced to the
condition of Russia, without votes and
legislative privileges. 1Tt is a erying
shame, it is a crie of the worst possible
kind, Whoever may Dbe guilty, it
is pot for me now to make the suy-
gestion, but I think the Premier was
remiss, when dealing with the Governor’s
Speech, for not stating the nature of the
¢lectoral reform proposed. Any reform
that keeps it within the power of any
department to fluctuate the rolls or the
Revision Courts to alter them, or any
party to deprive citizens of the right to
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vote. cannot be satisfactory; we must
bave the matter placed beyond dispute.
Every citizen should have the right to
vote the moment his name is ou the roll,
and he should have the right to exercise
his vote without interference from any
quarter. 1 ask the Premier if he will
give me an opportunity of going on with
my motion or whether he will apree to
it, without further speaking about it, at
the earliest possible time, say to-morrow.
All must see the desirability of dealing
with this matter speedily.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
H. Gregory) : 1 should not have had any-
thing to say in connection with the
motion only for the remarks made by
the leader of the Opposition yesterday,
and the farther remarks made to-night
by the member for Mount Margaret.
In the first place the wmember for
Kanowna, pertinently pointed out that at
the last election a great number of people
were disfranchised ; but I do not agree
with the argument that if these people
had been on the roll they would have
voted for candidates in the Tabour
interest. When the member for Kanowna
pointed out how Dbadly the electoral
department was administered, why did
he not put his finger on the sore spot
and find out who was disfranchising
these people.

Mr. T. Warker: Oct. Burt and the
National League.

Tne MINISTER FOR MINES: I
can quite understand the member's
remarks applying to the mewmber oppo-
site, who had coutrol of that department.
The member for Mount Margaret was in
charge of the electoral department, and
when 'he took office there were something
like 160,000 electorson the rolls in Wes-
tern Australia, and when he went out of
office there were something like 100,000.
To whom then was the blame due? The
fault was in administration; necessarily
the Minister must have sanctioned the
alterations, being in control of the de-
partment. Does the hon. member think
that when Ministers come in new to
office—[Mr. T. WaLkEg: You koew the
ropesj—they had time to attend to
these matters? In the first place they
had to consider their elections. The
whole blame was due entirely to the
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late Administration, who bungled the
electoral department exactly as they
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bungled the business of the country
genernlly. The hon. member spoke in
reference to some electorates, and acensed
my chief of hurrying the elections
because a number of applications for
placing pecple on the rolls had been
received in my constituency, the elections
being hurried to prevent ihese persons
exercising the franchise. I showed the
member for Mount Margaret. a telegram,
und he has emphasised that telegram
very severely. The telegram I sent to
Menzies was to find out the number of
persons who had been added to the roll
since the previous election was held. I
got. a detailed telegram giving the num-
ber of applications made, and I knew
then that there were 260 names added to
the roll and in what condition the roll
was. I could then interpret the matter
in connection with the next election.
That telegram I showed to the hon.
member, and this wus the shadow that
he made so wmuch substance out of. T
have heard a great many of the con-
clusions of members who have not been
particular on what they have based their
conclusions. A lot has been said about
postul voies, and I would like the
member for Brown Hill to make the
statement outside this House that he
made yesterday in reference to the
way in which a certain officer of
the department carried on his work
in my electorate. I am certain if the
hor. member did so he would Le
served with a writ for trying to defame
that officer’s character. I have great
confidence in that officer ; I know himn, but
I am certain the hon, member does not.
No such thing occurred. I bave sent the
substance of the hon. member’s remarks
to that officer, and T hope very soon to
publish a reply to the scandalous state-
wments made by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. There were a pumber of postal
votes recorded at Menzies, where there
are something like 2,200 voters on the
roll; but not more proportionately than
elsewhere. There was good reason for
the postal votes, because at the pre-
vious general election the rowdyism that
oceurred at the hooths was sufficient to
debar ladies going to the booths again. 1
am talking of that which I know; and
I say that one cause would prevent a
great number of ladies from ever again
going to a polling place.  But in a great
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number of districts, such as Tampa, Cane
Grass, Comet Vale, and from Waverley
to Kunanalling, there were no polling
booths ; aud officers were appointed so
that people should not be disfranchised
there. One thing T can boast of: that
never since I stood up at an election have
I touted or asked any person to vote for
or otherwise support me.

Mr. Lyvcr: At Tampa only seven
votes were recorded. '

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES:
There were 10 votes recorded, every one
of which was for me, and every one was
disqualified, because the officev initialled
the postal votes instead of signing them
on the butts, But what aboui the huge
parcel of postal votes that the " hon.

[ASSEMBLY.]

member interjecting carried into the -

electoral office at Malcolm eight minutes
after the time for receiving votes 7 What
about the occurrence at Gwalia on the
duy of election?
might tell us.

Mr. GurLL: Wus he then a Minister or
an ex-Minister ?

The hon. member -

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES:

Only an ex-Minister. His opponent
came to me, and wanted to know what
action should be taken. T replied that I
did pot think anything should be done;

that I thought the occurrence was an

error of judgment, and that no action
should be taken. That is somewhat
different from the uction of the Leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Bath), who yester-
day made such a savage attack upon me.
In that hon. member we have a geotle-
man who was for a long time Chairman
of Commitiees in this House; who has
always professed to know a great deal of
constitutional law. He has bhad ex-
perience as a Minister; and yet we have
that hon. member contending that he
was quite justified in voting at the last
general election for the constituency
of Kalgoorlie, in face of the present
Electoral Act. Let me tell hon.
members that there may be some
good and special reason why too long
notice should not be given to certain
people Lefore an election; for they may

dump electors from one constituency into .

another. About 18 months ago, at the
preceding general election, about 40
names were placed on the roll as those of
residents at the Union Club Hotel, Kal-

goorlie; and in the list was the name !
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* Bath, Thomas Henry, Union Club
Hotel, M.P.”

Mg. Bata: And the same gentleman
was residing at the hotel.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: He
was 50 modest that be did not describe
himgelf as a representative of the Press,

' though he had been at one time acting as

editor of the Democral, and was the
writer of the special *“ Labour Notes”
for the West Australian. And to-day my
friend resides in Kalgoorlie! I believe
he has recently purehased a piece of land
in Subiaco. He did not try to get a
lease anywhere, though he says a lot
against the alienation of Crown lands.

Mer. Baru (in explanation): You are
wrong. I never beught a piece of land
in Subiaco, or erected a house on it.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: Not
a piece of land ¥

Mr. Batn: No,

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: I
withdraw. Anyhow, the hon. member
has been living nearly two years in Pertb;
and Section 107 of the Electoral Act
states that an elector shall only be en-
titled to vote at elections for the Assem-
bly in the district in which he resides,
and for which he is registered ; provided
that an elector who has changed his
place of residence te another district
may, until his name is transferred to
another roll, vote for the district in
which his name continues registered for
three months after he has ceased to
reside in the distiict. Only a few days
before the Leader of the Qpposition weut
to Kalgoorlie and vecorded his vote, it
was found that a gentleman named
Tungs had voted at Bunbury, who had
left. the district a little more than three
months prior to the election; and he was
fined £10 for recording that vote. Yet
the hon. member wishes to make the
country believe —

Mg. Baru: Had 1 ceased to reside in
Kalgoorlie for three months before the
election ?

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: I
question very much whether you had
not.

Me. Bara: You will find that I
resided at the Union Club Hotel within
these last six weeks.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: You
certainly were for two years past residing
in Perth. As to assisting at elections,
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I think the hon. member was quite
justified. T believe he was also in Kal-
goorlie assisting the late Lieader of -the
Opposition (Mr. Johnson} in his election.
On the other hand, the Hon, M. L. Moss
was quite justified in assisting at an
Assembly election, provided he kept
within the four corners of the Electoral
Act.

Mr. BatH: It was the methods he
employed that were objected to; not the
fact that he assisted.

Ter MINISTER FOR MINES : He
was quite justified in assisting any of
his colleagues in an election, provided he
acted honourably. And although there
has been a good many insinuations, all
that he did was to tell several lumpers
that they would not be able to vote in
one eledtorate, but would have to vote in
another ; and even that statement is only
hearsay. We should add to the motion,
so as to secure the papers relating to
Kalgoorlie, Menzies, and Leonora.

Mgr. Borron: Has there been any
iovestigation regarding these electorates ?

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: I
do not know. T am satisfied fo have all
the investigation possible; but if an
investigation is made in my district, I
wish it to be made in the Kalgoorlie,
Menzies, and Leonora districts.

M=z. Lywnen: Do mot worry about
Leonora. You got nothing for your
pains the last thoe.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon, member need not get annoyed. 1
can assure him I should not have brought
this forward had it not been for the
bitter manner in which I was attacked
yesterday. I will not sit here and be
attacked without retaliating. When one
finds statements made which are not true,
ooe loses one’s temper at times, and
perhaps makes interjections one is after-
wards sorry for. I move as an amend-
ment—

That the words “ Kalgoorlie, Menzies, and
Leonora ” be inserted after “ East Fremantle,”
in the last line,

This will secure the laying on the table
of the papers relating to those elec-
torates. .

Me. M. F. TROY (Mouut Magnet) : I
move a farther amendment—

That to the words proposed to be inserted,
* Sussex and Geraldton ™ be added.

As regards the Sussex electorate, I wish
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the inguiry to be held particularly with
reference to the recent Ministerial elec-
tion; because I have been informed that
at the Leeuwin and also at the Lower
Blackwood .

Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. mem-
ber read his amendment ¥

Tae MinisTER FoR Mines: I will
accept the amendment as an addition to
my own.

Mz.J. J. HOLMES: I desire a further
amendment, to provide that the motion
shall apply to the whole of the elee-
torates throughout the State, It will
then read, “That all papers coutaining
the reports of the investigations made by
the Electoral Department into the whole
of the elections held on the 27th October,
1905, Le laid on the table of this
House.”

Tue Mivister For Miwgs: I will
withdraw wy amendment in favour of
that suggested.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. G. TAYLOR: T should like to
point out that while T have no desire
to prevent an inquiry into the whole
of the elections held on the 27th
October, I certainly object to any delay
in tabling those papers which the motion
seeks to secure, as to those electorates in
respect of which I know that an investi-
gation has taken place. I recognise that
members are anxious to see the whole of
the elections cleaned up. But if the
motion is altered as proposed, my point
will be missed. I know of the investiga-
tion into the Fremantle electorates; I
should like those papers to be laid with-
out delay on the table, and the Premier
has promised to let us have them. Some
member can move a separate motion to
inquire at some future time into the
whole of the elections. I hope members
will not, for three or six months, delay
the tabling of the papers I require.

Mzr. HOLMES: I should like to say
that my amendment will not cavse any
such delay as the hon, member fears;
because the general investigation ean go
on and the reports as they come in can
be laid on the table.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
has already spoken on this question. He
must not make a speech.

Mge. Horawn: He is speaking to his
smendment,
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Mr. SPEAEER: There is uo amend-
ment before the House,

Mr. J. PRICE (Fremantle): I move
an amendment—

That the words “into the following slec-
tions, held en the 27th Qctober, 1905, (Fre-
mantle, South Fremantle, North Fremantle,
and East Fremantle)” be strnck out, and
“the whole of the elections which took place
ﬁn the 27th October, 1905,” be inserted in

en.

It is news to me that any investigation
has taken place. During the two or
three days since I took my seat in this
House I bave become accustomed to a
system of Jedburgh justice. Yesterday,
I was tried, executed, and condemned by
the Leader of the Opposition, without the
opportunity of saying one word in reply or
in explanation. Ez parie statements were
accepted as facts ; and now I find thatin
the electorate with which I am connected
an investigation has been held, and 1 as
ope of the principals have not been
invited to such investigation. The same,
1 believe, applies to all the other Fre-
mantle electorates; and I should like to
know on whose initiation this investiga-
tion, if held, has taken place, because it
appears to me that certain strings have
been pulled here of which I know nothing.
[Several interjections.] Tt has been
stated that objectionable practices have
taken place, practically throughout the
State, in conpection with the general
elections; and so far as my constituency
is concerned and the election in which I
took part, I desire to have every inquiry
made, for I believe the election in that
constituency was conducted honestly, and
T would not put any obstacle in the way
of investigation.

POINT OF ORDER.

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanowna): On a
point of order, I submit that the amend-
ment just moved has entirely anticipated
a motion of which I gave notice when the
House met this afterncon, and which T
believe the Prewmier expressed his desire
to see carried fo-morrow. This amend-
ment anticipates everything in that notice;
for without having the scope of the
motion of which I gave notice, this
amendment anticipates 1t practically and
will prevent its adoption.

Me. SPEAKER: On the point of
order, I may say that the wmember for
Fremantle (Mr. Price) is quite in order
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in moving the amendment. because the
matter of which the member for Kanowna
gave notice has not yet come before the
House, and I cannot take notice of what
does not appear on the Notice Paper.
I may also point out that the motion on
which this amendment has been moved is
intended for the appoiniment of a select
committee.

Me. WALKER: Yes; but it would be
a select committee for making the very
inguiries which my notice of motion con-
templates, but with this difference, that
if the amendment is carried it will to a
certain extent nullify the motion of which
I have given notice, because it deals with
the very papers which would have to
come before the committee which I wish
to see appointed. The committee con-
templated in the amendment would deal
only with the matter so far as the papers
and reports are concerned, whereas my
motion would have a larger scope. There-
fore T submit the amendment militates
agaiost the action of the committee
which I wish to see appointed.

Mr. SPEAKER : I agree with the
hou. member's objection, but I do not see
any other course than to say, as I have
done, that the mover of the-amendment
is in perfect order; becanse we cannot
anticipate a wotion of which notice has
been given until it comes before us in
the ordinary course, and therefore we
cannot take it into view to-day. I can
deal only with a question that is before

the House in accordance with the
Standing Orders.
RESUMED.
Mr. A. C. GULL (Swan): While

seconding the amendment, T must say I
expected from this House, although this
is only my second appearance in it, an
entirely different tone from that of some
hon. members, particularly on the Opposi-
tion side, whose accusations have neces-
sarily called forth smart rejoinders from
the Government side; and I cannot help
thinking it would have been better if the
subject now before the House had not
been mentioned, because it is absolutely
stupid ’

Mer. Tayvor: Is the hon. member in
order in referring to the Premier and the
Minister for Mines as being absolutely
stupid ¥
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Me. GULL : Although I have seconded -

the amendment, I must express iny regret
that the House has descended to the
level of schoolbays in a discussion which
ought never to have arisen.

Me. P. J. LYNCH (Mount Leonora):
I do not wish to prolong this not alto-
gether frivolous debate, but to give my
support to the motion of the member

for Mount Margaret, and also to record .

my amazement at the mover of the arwend-

ment in not having stated his ground for

moving it. The mover of the original
motion (Mr. Taylor) has explained that
inquiries have been held in regard to the
four Fremantle countests, and that the
reports of those inquiries ave about to be
formulated, so that this House should
have the benefit of those reports us soon
as possiblee. Now an amendment is
plumped down in a bald forw, without
any reason urged for it; and therefore I
say the mover and seconder of the amend-
went commit themselves to a necdless
confusion of the intention of this House.
In the original motion 1 recognise there
is.good sense, in so far as it will enable

-
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or to its administration, amendment is
needed, and one way in which one would
like to see it amended is that it shLould
cut at the fountain as it were of that free
flow of cash which bas been devoted to
the employment of election serutineers
and to that political surveillance which
has rendered the rolls of muny of those
constituencies not at all as they ought to
be. The late elections have shown clearly
one direction in which the Electoral Act
needs amendment, so that when any oue
person is entitled to object to certain
names ou the roll, then the man who has
cash at his command should be made to
feel o difficulty in rallying up every
elecfor he would cause to be struck off
the roll. There is one accusation made
by the member for Menzies, which now
that it is mentioned I may as well con-
tradict completely. During the election

- campaign I was not about the polling

the House to get such an amendment of °

the Electoral Act as will give a fair and
full reflex of the will and aspirations of
the people. There has been an unusual
amount of industry applied, certainly
during the rdgime of the Labour Gov-
ernment, 1o get the roils put into such a
condition that they should conduce to
the return of the large majority which
now supports the Government. [Mgz.
DiaMonp: Absolute nonsense!] One
must needs be deaf if he goes about the
country without hearing that there has
been certain secret and keen industry
exercised in order to reduce the rolls to
such a condition as would tend to bring
about a certain result; which procedure
ig nol in accordance with the expressed
wish of & certain association, that it
was anxious to have every citizen in the
State put on the roll who ought 1o be on
it. It comes to this, that the statements
made, particularly by the member for
North Fremantle—[Meuser : They have
no foundation]—and I believe they have
foundation, coming from him, and I
believe it is high time that the Act in its
present form should be so amended that
the rolls shall not be used for the benefit
of any particular faction in the country.
Whether due to defects in the Act

booth on election day in any part of my
constitueney, nor was I in the vicinity
while poiling was going on. As to the
charge of carrying postal votes which
arrived too late to be recorded, I way say
the town clerk of Leonora, who was one
of those authorised to take postal votes,
as were town clerks in some other
electorates, Janded in Gwaha with those
votes sealed, and I took them as the
member for Menzies says, eight minutes
too late. I felt quite free and justified
in taking those votes as I did, and I
would do the same again nnder the same
circumstances. I know a great endeavour
was made to obtain the highest legal
opinion as to my action on that day;
but what I did never struck me as being
a contravention of the Act, until I saw it
mentioned by a small obscure paper in
the electorate I am connected with. This
debate shows, as I have sald, that an
amendment of the Electoral Act is sadly
needed in opne direction at least—
in the direction of making the task more
difficult to those who choose to employ
unlimited sums of money for the alleged
purpose of purging the rolls, making the
task more difficult than it was on a recent
occasion. Though the Ministry of the
day did hasten the elections, T helieve the
Premier had an intention to hold a
revision court ; yet he found that,although
the rolls werc not handed over in a satis-
factory fashion by the late Administration,
they were in a more satisfactory state
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than they would be after the revision
court.

Tae Premier: I never saw them, and
never asked.

Mr. LYNCH: My honourable friend
cannot deny that it was his intention 1o
hold revision courts, but that on squarely
summing up the position he found that
the National Political Plague had done
this work very well, and that it could not
be improved upon by the revision courts.

Me. J. E. HARDWICK (East Perth) :
I am delighted to see the gentlemen
opposite s0 energetic since the last
election to get electoral reform ; although
strange to say the same Act was
existence some eighteen months ago when
they came into this House with such a
sweeping majority, and on that occasion
we did not hear from that side of the

House of the anomalies which existed in.

our present electoral Act.

Me. Bars: If you look up the debates
you will find them, all the same.

Me. HARDWICK: They were in
office and they did nothing at all towards
the reform of the Electoral Act. On this
occagion I prineipally rise perhaps to
defend the Electoral Registrar, who is not
here to speak for himself in this respect.

Mz. Tavror: You mean the Chief
Electoral Officer. ‘

Mz. HARDWICK : I mean Mr. Oct.
Burt, who was mentioned by the member
for Kanowna (Mr. Walker). I wish to
point out that under the Acl I have
watched his career very closely, and T am
of opinion that he does conform entirely
io the spirit of the Act. [MemBER:
That settles it.] Mr. Walker pointed
out that many things did exist in connec-
tion with it, but he lost sight of the fact
that the population of this Staie is such
a shifting population that it is almost
impossible to haveany system of elections
conducted satisfactorily. I may point
out that the member for Kanowna nine
or twelve months ago was an elector of
East Perth; the chances are to-day he
may be an elector for Kanowna; and
possibly in the course of another week or
two his removal from there will be a dis-
qualification, and he will then be a voter
for Perth. How is it possible for the
registrar to follow rownd the different
electors and have them placed on the roll
to the satisfaction of the electors of the
State? Itis, I think, unfair to blanie the
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person who is authorised for the carry-
mg out of the Act. He is not here to
speak for himself. I know that in my
own electorate many people were dis-
franchised, and many of them probably
through their own faults. They change
their residences, and in the electorates of
Porth in particular that is the case. It
is nothing to see on a Monday morning
in my own electorate carriers removing
six or seven voters probably out of
one street. [MeEmeEr: But they do
not leave the electorate altogether.]
Theyr do. They are shifting and chang-
ing all over the State every two or three
weeks. [ MemBEr: Every new moon.]
Therefore the whole tréuble dees not rest
upon the shoulders of the gentieman who
is authorized for the carrying out of the
Act. Tt has been clearly demonstrated
to the House to-day that therc is need
for electoral reform, and I hope now we
shall get it.

Ms. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): 1
ghould not have said a word on the
motion but for the assertion of the
Minister for Mines (Hon. H. Gregory)
that the whole trouble in regard to the
late election was due to bungling and
incapacity on the part of the late Gov-
ernment. T want to give that a most
emphatic denial, and to call as evidence
confirming my denial the statement of
the present Government embodied in
the Address of His Excellency to Parlia-
went, which says amongst other things : —

The recent election has, in the opinion of

my advisers, demonstrated the necessity of
amending the Flectoral Act.

If the difficulty had cccurred through
incapacity or maladministration on the
part of the late Government there would
certainly have been no need to get over
that maladministration or incapacity by
the amendment of the law, for which
law the Minister for Mines and several
of his colleagues were responsible; an
amendment of the law in regard to the
compilation of rolls, respecting which a
number of us sitting on this side of the
House made a protest. T pointed out
at the time it wag being passed that
the rolls could not be expected to
be satisfuctory when the numerous
sources of information supposed to
be resorted to were insisted upou. I
contend at the present moment just as
I contended in the last Parliawment,
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it is wnecessary, if we are to have
a good Act, that we shall have a
vety careful inquiry into the matter,
and in order that such careful inquiry
may be made I, for one, am willing to
see the whole question deluyed uatil the
second session of the present Parliament.
In my opinion it will be a mistake in the
present short session for the Government
to attempt to amend the electoral law,
and Ishould like rather to seca proposal
such as that of the member for Kanowna
(Mr. Walker), that there should be a
thorough investigation into the working
of the Act as evidenced by the lust two
elections; and on the result we oblain
from thut investigution we can frame
our law. In this connection we might
well go nto the electoral laws of each of
the other States and of the Common-
wealth itself. I want to say that in
reference to either one side or the other,
I know of my ¢wn knowledge of thous.
ands of electors in this State who were
disfranchised through no fault of their
own in the last election.  Persons living
in one house for a number of years, who
without the slightest reason found their
nawmes on clection day off the roll; per-
sons who, in some instznces, found that
the wife was on the roll and the husband
off the roll, or the hushand on the raoll
and the wife off it, when they have been
living in the cne electorate and in some
cases in one house for a number of yenrs.
I know of one case where this sort of
thing happened in regard to an elector
who bad been living in one bouse for no
less than eight years, and I know of
another case where a person who had
been dead for four years was on the roll
for a street which was not in exisience
at the time that person died, and there-
fore where the pame of a dead person
must have Dbeen transferred from the
street in which that person at one time
lived to the street in which subsequently
a relative lived.

Mr. H. Browr: Was not the Karra-
katta Cemetery in your electorate ?

Mr. DAGLISH: The Earrakatta
Cemetery does not enter into this dis-
cussion. We have not so many resident
persons voting in my electorate as in the
electorate of the member for Perth. But
this sort of thing can only occur when
we have an Act which is defective. Some
reference has been made to the fuct that
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the late Government did not amend the
Act. The late Government did not
amend the Electoral Act in the first
session, and unfortunately the late Gov-
ernment did not have more than one
session in which it had the opportunily
of doing s0. T shall he prepared to con-
cede the present Government the right,
and I am prepared likewise to recoguise
on the part of the present Government
the duty, of not amending the Act during
this session, because I believe it 1s far
better that we should have 12 months to
deal with the matter than have i farther
ameudment which will bave the unsatisfac-

- lory results the present Acthas had. Tam

very sorry that for the purpose of making
political capital against the late Grov-
ernment the Minister tor Minas shounld
have used the argument he did in regard
to the metropolitan district, which was
mainly affected by the motion moved by
the member for Mount Margaret (Mr.
Taylor). Before the late Government
took office instruction had heen given by
its predecessors that certain investiga-
tions should be made with the object of
getting all the persons resident in that
district on the roll; and in regard to
other parts of the State the late Govern-
ment followed the practice of instructing
the police whilst compiling Federal rolls
to likewise attend to the State rolls.

Tue Minisrer ror Mrves: They did
not earry that out.

Mr. DAGLISH : Tt was carried out.

Tue Mivister For Miyes: Not on
the goldfields.

Mr. DAGLISH: Right throughout
the length and breadth of the State
with the exceplion of the metropolitan
area, which had heen attended to before
the late Government took office. The
member for Mount Margaret, whom I
bave not consulted in this matter, and
who did not consolt me before he brought
forward this motion, can confirm or deny
the accuracy of the statement I am
waking. I say distinctly that whilst the
late Government were in office a police
cunvass was made for the preparation of
the Federal rolls, and instruction was
given that whilst that canvass was pro-
cceding the State rolls should be similarly
compiled,

Me. Tavror: That is right.

THE MinisTEr For Mings: The elec-
toral registrar at Menzies said he wrote
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stating that the police were taking claims

for the Commonwealth, and that he de-
sired that he should take State elaims,
but no authority was given.

Mr. DAGLISH : I do not know what
the electoral registrar stated, but Minis-
ters can obtain the file of correspondence
on the subject, and get the instructions I
am speaking of. The instruction given
did not
area, which bad previcusly been ar-
ranged for by the KElectoral Depart-
ment, under instructions I helieve of
Mr. Walter’ James, who at the time was
Premier. I am, therefore, justified in
saying that any errors in the rells—

Me. SPEAKER mentioned that mem-
bers had to wait upon the Governor at a
quarter to 6 o’clock.

[Sitting suspended at 545 ontil 7-30
o’clock.]
At 780, Chair resumed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY, PRESENTATION.

Mer. SPEAKER apnounced that he
had waited on His Excellency the Governor
and presented the Address-in-Reply. He
read the following reply from His Excel-
lency :—

Mr. SrEAKER AND GENTLEMEN OF
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,—

I thank you for your Address 1n reply to the
Speech with which I opened Parliament, and
for your expressions of loyalty to our Most
Gracious Sovereign.

Fren, G. D. Benrorn, Governor.
Government House,
Perth, 20th November, 1904,

THE

PRIVATE MEMBERS DAYS,

M=z. SPEAKER: I desire to draw the
attention of members to Standing Order
214, with respect to motions of private
members’ days. It will be necessary for
a member, if the discussion of private
members’ motions is to be continued, to
move to that effect, otherwise we must
proceed with the Orders of the Day,

Mr. T. H. BATH : I subwnit, with all
due deference to you, sir, that Standing
Order 214 is somewhat in conflict with
other Standing Orders which deal with the
same question. For instance, Standing
Order No. 1 states that in all eases not
provided for hercinafter, or by sessional
or other orders, resort shall be had to
the practice of the House of Commans.

relate to the metropolitan -

Remarks on Practice.

This means, I presume, that when a
sessional order bas been passed by this
House, that order becomes the ground-
work of our procedure in cases of this
kind; and Standing Order 214 reads
that ‘ unless otherwise ordered” the
debate shall be adjourned. T should like
your opinion as to whether the words
“unless otherwise ordered” do mot
apply to a sessional order passed by this
House. Standing Ocder No. 220 states
that only on days iixed for the congidera-
tion of Government business do matters
relating thereto tuke precedence of other
matters on the Notice Paper. This is
a day set apart for private business. I
submit that thoze two other standing
orders are more explicit on the question
of private business occupying the whole
of the day than is the order under dis-
cnssion, No. 214,

Mr. SPEAKER: The course I indi-
cate has always been the course adopted
in this Assembly, so long as I can recol-
lect, except perbaps within the last 12 or
18 months. It was the custom in the
late Sir James Lee Steere’s time to
adhere to the allowance of two hours for
private members’ busivess, as provided
in the Staadivg Orvders; but that custom
was departed from by courtesy of the
Leader of the Government of the day. I
am of opivion that Standing Order 214
is the order to which we should adhere,
though as the Leader of the Opposition
(Mr. Bath) points out, Standing Order
No. 214 reads “ untess otherwise ordered.”
I hold that the words in Standing Order
Na. 1, « provided for hereinafter,” refer
to Standing Order No. 214, and that
therefore the provision in No. 214 must
prevail.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason) :

. With your permission, sir, I shounld like

to say that a sessional order cannot for
a mowent be interpreted as overriding a
standing order. The sessional order, as
passed this session, is exactly the same
order as was passed in previous sessions,
providing for a private members’ day.
That day in the past bas always been
interpreted to mean two hours of the
time of the House. I appreciate your
courtesy in drawing the attention of
hon. members to the existence of that
Standing Order; for it may very well
be of the utmost importance, at some
future day, to adhere strictly to the two
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bours’ limit. Upon this occasion, how-
ever, if any member wishes to proceed
with the Notices of Motion, and will
maove that they be proceeded with, Ishall
offer no objection,
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Mr. BATH: Without wishing to be .

discourteous n this matter, I still be-
lieve that the words * unless otherwise
ordered * apply to an order of this House,
whether a sessienal order or any other
order ; and while T quite agree with the
Premier that a sessional order cannot
override a standing order, the fact of the
stunding order providing that private
Notices of Motion caunot be proceeded
with “unless otherwise ordered™ is
covered by the fact that by a sessional
order we have agreed to give private
members’ husiness precedence for one
whole day in each fortnight.

Mr. F. ILLINGWORTH: I con.
tend, Mr. Speaker, with all due deference,
that a sessional order can prevail only
during the session in which it is passed.

Mr. A. J. WILSON : 1 move—

That the debate on motions be confinued.

I think, after the statement of the Leader
of the House, there is no occasion to
discuss the matter. We can appreciate
the magnanimity with which he is
utilising his enormous majority on this
particular oceasion. I hope this will
be a forerunner of wmany subsequent
occasions,

Me. A. A. HORAN: I second the
motion ; and while I recognise, as do
most members, that private members’
night is generally restricted to two hours,
T was not aware that in past Parliaments,
parties standing as they did, took advant-
age of the fact that the Standing Order
restricted private members to that brief
time. I am rather surprised that the
Leader of the House should now take
advantage not only of the Standing Order,
but also of the preponderating majority
he has behind him to try to gag private
members in this unfair manner,

Tae PREMIER: I take the strongest
possible exception to the remarks which
have just fallen from the hon. member.
I think I have demonstrated to the House
that I have no wish to take any advant-
age. Ouo the contrary, I expressed my
willingness to fall in with the view of
any member who, by moving that motions
he proceeded with, would conform to the

t
E
|

Electoral Abuses. 91

rules of the House. I think the hon.
member's remarks are quite uncalled for ;
and I am surprised that an hon. geatle-
man shounld be guilty of such conduct.

Mr. SPEAKER: T did not hear the
final remark of the hon. member. The
question is that we now proceed to the
motion before the House.

Question put and passed.

ELECTORAL ABUSES AND DEFECTS.
DEBATE RESUMED.

Mr. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): When
speaking before the tea adjournment, I
menticned that in the term of the James
Government a canvass was made of the
metropolitan  district, and that outside
the metropolitan distriet the succeeding
Government had arranged for a canvass
by the police in order to get the State as
well as the Federal rolls compiled and
completed. But I was guilty of an
inadvertence, by omilting to say that the
James Government had a canvass made,
by certain special ugenis emploved for
the purpose, of the metropolitan district
of the poldfields as well as that of the
coast; therefore. my rewark with regard
to 0. police canvass related to tle districts
outside both metropolitan centres. With
this correction my remarks stand; and
the facts I have supplied to the House
fully justify me in asserting that theve is
not the slightest ground for making any
attack on the late Government hecanse
of the administration of the electoral law,
but that any reflection that may be made
must be on the lines of the reflection con-
tuined in the Governor's Speech, that is
ag a refleckion on the law itself. In
regard to the particular question we are
now considering, we have a motion by the
member for Mouni. Margaret calling for
certain papers which he alleges are in
existence, relating to certain elections. Tt
is usual, when a member desires papers
to be supplied, that they shall be
supplied ; and I for one will always vote
for the supply to this House at the
instance of any member of any papers of
public inferest or public Importance.
But an amendment to this notion has
been moved by the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Price), that in addition to the
papers which are being supplied to the
House, certain papers which are not in
existence shall likewise be Iaid on the
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table. Such is the purport of the amend-
ment of the hon. member, that before
the papers asked for by the member for
Mount Marguaret are supplied, there shall
be created certain papers which at the
present noment are not in existence. The
object of this amendment I um unable to
conceive. If the member for Fremantle
or any other member had desired to
obtain the papers relating to all the
electorates, I could readily have under-
stood his moving to secure them; but
when, failing himself to move, he comes
forward with such an amendment as this,
providing really for an investigation in
every electorate throughout the State
before any papers whatever can be laid on
the table, his wmendinent seems to me
simply an attempt to burke the hon.
mewmber who has moved the motion and
to prevent his obtaining the information
desired. Therefore 1 shall be much sur-
prised if the other side of the House
agrees to support such an unfair, such an
unculled-for amendment. 1 may mention
that the carrving of the wotion will not
debar the hon. member (Mr. Price) from
obtaining later on information in regard
to other electurates, after investigation
has been made; neither does it debar the
Government, if any member of that bodyso
desires, from laying on the table any
papers relating to other electorates.
It is within the province of any Minister
to ask permission of the House to lay on
the table papers relating to auy subject
whatever which he thinks it desirable to
place before the House; and if Ministers
or other members on the Government
side desire to have an investigation and
to communicate the result of that investi.
gation to the House, the passing of
this motion of the member for Mount
Margaret does not in any way affect their
power or their right to do so. I shall
therefore support the motion; and if at
a future time the member for Fremantle
or any other member thinks it necessury
to apply for other papers, I shull gladly
support him likewise in so doing; but at
the present time I must object to any
amendment calculated to burke the desire
of a member of this House to secure
papers of public interest and public im-
portance.

Mr. N. EEENAN (Kalgoorlie): 1
should not have intervened in this debate
bad it not gone a good way beyond the
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to Inguive.

original ground covered by the mover;
and indeed, if the amendment now before
the House were properly described by the
member for Subiaco (Mr. Daglish), 1
should be just as much opposed to it as
he is. But it has been explained, both
by the mover of the amendment and by
those who supported it, that if it be
carried it will in no way interfere with
the laying on the table of the House
papers called for by the member for
Mount Margaret. That being so, I can-
not see how the amendment fairly comes
within the category propounded by the
member for Subiaco; in fact, if my view
of the wmendment be correct—and we

I have every reason for believing it is

—TI feel sure that the member for
Subiaco will see fit to change his opinion.
The original motion was simply a request
bv the member for Mount Margaret
that certain papers, already in existence
as the result of some departmental
inquiry, should be laid on the table of
the House ; and that request was wet by
an immediate consent on the part of the
Premier. Ouns would have thought the
watter would have dropped there; because
after all, when a request is made on one
side and consented to on the other, there
does not secem to be much more material
for discussion.”’~But the member for
Mount Margaret, in making his request,
added to the bald statement some inter-
esting nurratives which might have been
more appropriate, if he will allow a
young memhber of the Housze to say so,
to the corridors of this Honse than to the
House itself. While we are all interested
in hearing such amusing anecdotes, we
know that they have a very small sub.
stratum of truth, and {hat they are far
more interesting than useful. But the
ground covered sgince the motion was
moved has been of somewhat greater
importance; becanse general reference
has been made to the late election, and
general criticism indulged in as to the
manner in which the election was con.
ducted. T suppose that any event which
took place in the course of a general
election must be open to some criticism on
the part of members, and particularly on
the part of those who are somewhat dis-
appointed with the result. It is only
reasoniable, as the Premier pointed out,
that we should make every allowance for
the frame of mind of disappointed mem-
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bers; and indeed I myself would be
prepaved to say that the laments of
the Opposition members for their de-
parted friends have been confined with-
in very reasonable limits. But I say
the Opposition go too far when they
attempt to fasten particular attention on
some officers who bave attempted to dis-
charge with all the "capacity in their
possession, the duties entrusted to them,
For instance, when attention iz fastened
on the doings of certain persous appointed
to receive postal votes in one electorate, it
would be only right for the member men-
tioning that incident to enlarge his vision
somewhat and to notice other officers
in other parts of the State whose doings
may also have been open to exception.
[loterjection made Ly Mgr. Horan.]
I think the only incident in the speech of
the member for Yilgarn (Mr. Horan) is
the fact that he came into possession of
certain papers that ought not to have
been in his possession at all. Referring
to the rewarks of the mewmber for Mt.
Marpgaret (Mr. Taylor), it is always open
to a member to make » scapegoat of some
other member for all the disappointments
he has experienced, especially in elections.
It is just as important to keep persons
off the roll who have no right to be on it
as it is to get persons on the roll who
should be there; because if you have a
roll with a large proportion of persons
who are not entitled to be on it, the
result cannot be satisfactory to the country
or to the member elected under it,
because that member will have been
elected Ly persons who have mno right
ploperlvt,o vote. Therefore, when odinm
is cast on the fact that a large number of
persons were struek off the roll before the
elections, it should be remembered that a
large number of persons were on who
ought not to be there. Considerable
attention has been directed previously fo
the fact that the names of some 40,000
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electors were removed from the rolls; |
and if so it shows that those electors !
were struck off because it was found on |
inquiry that they did not exist. [LaBour
Mearser: No; no.] I canonly judge by |
the experience in my electorate, in which
5,200 names were on the roll, which
number on a departmental inquiry was
reduced to 3,100, and I assume that when |
similar results were arrived at in other i
clectorutes, a similar state of things must |

03

o Inguire.

have prevailed in regard to the rolls.
Let me poiot out another phase. As to
the man whose name is not on the roll
and is entitled to be there, whose fault is
it that the name is not there? Surely it
is the fault of the person in neglecting
to have it put on the roll. You must
blame the neglect of those electors them-
selves who would nol take the trouble to
be put on the roll.

Mg. TavLor: There were peculiar cir-
cumstances in connection with that elec-
tion, you know.

Mz. KEENAN: Those peculiar cir-
cumstances would arise under any set of
conditions vou cun imagine. If electors
will not take the trouble to gei their
pames on the roll, those peculiar circum-
stances seem to be permanent. I would
like to congratulute the members on the
Opposition side in regard to the zeal they
display for purity of election, because we
know they had an election which was
conducted entirely under their own
guidance, with no interfering Premier or
Minister, and the result of that election
did net give satisfaction to the defeated
parties. We all know this much, that if
we could get the proper information out
of members on the Opposition side as to
how several of those members obtained
their election, it would be a big reflection
on some of the officers concerned. I have
been told that in some cases the bottom
of the ballot-boxes were stuffed up, and
that plenty of votes were putin. Itis
common knowledge on the goldfields that
if there were a court before which some of
those members could be challenged, the
Opposition would find themselves in an
awkward position. What they appear to
ignore or condone in their own selection
ballots, they condemn in regard to other
elections outside of their organisation, so
that when il comes to a general election
their methods and their manoers change
entirely.

ME. Batu: I thought those mewmbers
who were selected under Labour ballots

! expressed entire satisfaction.

Mr. EEENAN: If the leader of the

. Opposition wishes that I should direct

some of my observations to him, I shall
be pleased to do s0, and T may remark that
. if effect is to be given the pious wish
indulged ip by the member for Mt. Mar-
garet (Mr. Taylor) that all parties who
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have been guilty of infraction of the
electoral law shall be made to feel that
they cannot do soch things with im-
punity, it may then be necessary for the
Opposition tv consider the duty of elect-
ing another leader, because nubody on the
Eastern Goldfields who has local know-
ledge and common sense believes that
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Bath)
is a resident of Ealgoorlie and not a
resident of Subiaco. The hon. mem-
ber was described on the electoral roll
ag residing at the Union Club Hotel,
Kalgoorlie. 1 congratulate him on
baving «a very happy home; and
therefore if the Leader of the Oppo-
sition wishes to centre attention on
himself and desires also that the pious
wish of his friend should be carried into
strict effect, we may have to inquire into
the question as to where the hon. mem-
ber really does reside, and for which
electorate he was qualified to voteSHow-
ever, what I wish to emphasise is that
there appears to be no reality in this
debate. The member for Mt. Margaret
has asked for certain things. He is
going to get them, as far as the House
can obtain them for him¥$-The member
for Fremantle (Mr. Price) has asked for
a wider inquiry. No member of the
House I believe objects to that wider
inquiry ; and if so, we are prepared to
give the mover of the motion all he has
asked for, and I believe the member for
Subiacoe (Mr. Daglish) and other mem-
bers are also prepared to give the mem-
ber for Fremantle what he has asked for,
inasmuch as it has been expressly stated
by members of the Government, by the
mover of the amendment, and by every
member who has spoken to-day, that the
result will be not to delay the laying on
the table of the papers asked for in the
motion. I cannot see how the hon.
member (Mr. Taylor) can justify the
motion and oppose the amendment for
widening its scope~That is the view I
take; and becaunse I do not believe that
the carrying of the amendment will cause
delay in the production of the papers
desired by the mover of the motion, I
shall vote for the amendment.

Question (that the words proposed to
be struck out stand part of the question)
put, and negatived.

Farther question {that the words pro-
posed to be inserted be inserted) stated.
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to Inguire.

Mz, G. TAYLOR (o reply): I am
sorry the House has seen fit to carry the
amendment, becanse it was not my desire
to go bevond the scope of the motion T
moved. I knew there wereinvestigations
made by the Electoral Department in
certain electorates, and I had no know-
ledge of any imvestigations in other
electorates. That being so, I desired ihe
result of those investigations to be laid
on the table of the House. Notwith-
standing the eloquent appeal wmade by
the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Keenan),
in contending that the amendment in
no way affects the motion, T would like
to point out that the amendment is
asking for investigations that are not in
existence. I have no lnowledge, nor has
the mover of the amendment any kuow-
ledge, of any investigations having tuken
place in electorates other than those I
mentioned. The wover of the amend-
ment is now desirous to cull for investi-
gations that have vet to he made.

Tae Mivister For WorEs: Is there
any reason why they should not be
made ?

Mr. TAYLOR: I should think it is
the duty of the member who represents
Fremantle (Mr. Price) to ask thal those
investigations should be made if he feels
there is any necessity for them. It is
evident to me that the head of the
Electoral Department, the chief elec-
toral officer who controls the working
of the Act, must have realised the
necessity of investigating the electoral
proceedings in those four electorates
which I have cumnpassed in my motion,
Those apparently were the only electorates
that he believed necessitated a depart-
mental inquity, I do believe the gentle-
man will not go beyond his powers in the
Act. I believe he has full power to hold
a departmental inquiry if he thinks it
necessary. I am sorry my friends from
Fremantle have taken this matter some-
what persopally. Those members for
Fremantle who sit on the Government
side are united on the point. [ do not
know of any investigation in any other
electorate, or I should have included it in
the motion. The mover of the amend-
ment gave no reason for the necessity of
that amendment. He moved it without
making any speech, although the intel-
lectual giant from Kalgoorlie was able to
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say that the hon. mewber made it per-
fectly clear that an amendment was neces-
sary. The member for Fremantle moved
the amendment at the instigation of the
member for East Fremantle, who was
ruled out of order by the Speaker.
amendment was not written at the time
of moving, for aiter the hon. member
resumed his seat he wrote it out. 1 had
no desire to deal with the electoral rolls
" whatever. I simply dealt with the
adininistration of the Electoral Act
during the elections, and I want to Lear
out what has alreadv been said by the
member for Subiaco, that a house-to-
house canvass was made by the Electoral
Department in the metropolitan centre
on the goldfields and the metropolitan
centre” on the coast, embracing from
Midland Junction to Fremantle on the
coast and the various electorates sur-
rounding Kalgoorlie on the goldfields.
That house-to-house canvass, as has
been mentioned by the member for
Kalgoorlie, reduced the inflated rolls
considerably. I am speaking from
memory, but I think the number on
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The .

the coast was reduced by something like

10,000 names, and I think by a somilar
number in the metropolitan area on the
the goldfields. It was impossible with
the funds that the last Parliament voted
for the Electoral Department to carry
cut 2 house-to-house canvass througheut
the State, but the next best thing was
done.  While T was Colonial Secretary
the Federal rolls was being compiled, the
police were collecting the voters’ names ;
and instructions were issued to the chief
electoral officer so that the work done by
the police for the Federal Parliament
should be utilised by the State in com-
piling the State rolls.  The member for
Menzies says it was not done at Menzies.
1 admit that mistakes were made at
various places, but I myself say that in
discussing the position with the electoral
officer, I put that phase of the question to
bim ; and he said, * We are doing it, and
will continue to do $0.” T am told by the
Premier that it was not done. Then all I
can say is that so far as T am concerned, at
the time as Colonial Secretary that was
my intention, and also I can suy that was
the understanding with the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, aud up to the present time
I thought it had been done. Members
have said that in outlving districts there
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was no canvass; but that does not prove
that the work was not done throughout
the length and breadth of the State. I
recognise the difficulty of placing names
on the rolls. The Chief Electoral Officer
pointed out to me repeatedly that during
the house-to-house canvass, the canvassers
complained to the department aboutf the
difficulty they had in visiting the various
houses, They had gone as inany as three
or four times to various houses, the
ovcupiers being at the meals, or going out
and teo busy to sign their names or
make an application for their names to
be placed oun the rolls. 1n some cases
the complaints were so great that the
officers pointed out they would get as
niuch courtesy if they were collecting
accounts. In Queensland and in this
State I huve personally endeavoured to
get men to sign application forms so that
the names could be placed on the rolls,
and I kuow the difficulty as pointed out
by the member for Kalgoorlie. People
peglect theze watters during the quiet
time before an election; but they recog-
nise just before an election the necessity
of getting a vote. Then they find mwany
reasons why their names should appear
on the rolls, and they see no justification
for the absence of their names. In a
large measure the people are to blame. T
say that bad as the Electoral Act is, up
to the present time the Electoral Act
passed in last Parliament is the most
liberal Electoral Act in any of the States
of Australasia thut has come under my
notice. There is no difficulty in a person
getting his name on the roll. TIn the old
time one had to sign an application form
in the presence of a justice of the peace;
and I have carried as many as three or
four or five hundred forms to a justice of
the peace after they had been signed by
electors. But because the forms were not
signed in the presence of a justice they
wore not recognised. There is nothing
in our Act of a sinnlar character. All a
person has to do is to sign the claim, and
the name is placed on the roll. [ awm
reminded by the mewber for Kanowna
that then the name may be cut off. The
Act says you inust be summoned to
appear to show why your name should not
be struck off, and I suppose if u person
does not appear, the name is struck off,
The member for Ivanhoe says that names
are cut off even then,
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Mg, Scavoarn: After appearing hefore
the revigion court ?

Mgr. TAYLOR: I cannot contradict
that statement. T know in a large
measure the notices sent out may not be
of sufficient importance for people to deal
with them, and some do not take notice
of them, While I was Colouial Secretary
I endeavoured to have all people eligible
to vote in the State placed on the rolls.
I admit, in moving this motion, I
instanced a case with reference to undue
haste on the part of the Premier in
issuing the writs. But that hon. gentle-
man somewhat clouded the issve or tried
to change the statement I made to a
matter of manipulating the rolls. If I
accused the Premier of manipulating the
rolls, that was not my intention. I
accused the Premier of manipulation only
as to the writs and the hasty way in
which the writs were issued. I said
that inh issuing the writs he was well
advised. The Minister for Mines, the
member for Menzies, was advised as to
the state of the rolls in Menzies, and he
knew full well there were about three to
five hundred applications for other names
to be placed on the roll.  Had the writs
not been issned for avother two days,
these names would have appeared on a
supplementary roll, and the people would
have been eligible to vote. I pcinted
out that if that had been so, we might
not have greeted the pleasant face of the
member for Menzies in the Chamber
after the general election. That is the
statement I made. I did not charge the
Premier with manipulating the rolls,
hecause the rolls had been compiled from
time to fime, and ihe Act specifically
lays down that if an application form is
in the hands of the registrar 14 clear
days before the issue of the writ, the
name will be placed on the roll. The
undue haste with the writs prevented in
the one case, that is the Menzies
electorate, the names of three hundred
or five hundred names being placed on
the roll.

Tre Premier : Does it not strike you
that there was undue haste in regard to
the applications also ?

Mr. TAYLOR : T may point out that
the undue haste as far as the appli-
cations were concerned was this. The
member for Menzies was contesting the
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seat as a Minister, and he was opposed
by another gentleman; and during the
campaign those on both sides realised
the necessity, when they found that there
were hundreds of persons in the elec-
torate whose names were not on the rolls,
of having them placed on,  That is the
reason why the 230 names which in a
large degree would have supported the
Government candidate, and 300 to 500
names which would have supported the
Opposition candidate, were sent in. 1t
is idle for Ministers to treat this matter
lightly. The Minister for Mines and
the Premier—no one knows better that
what 1 am saying is absolutely true—
kezow that if the writs had not been
issued for two or three days, there would
have been three to five hundred more
names on the roll for the Menzies elec-
torate. T do not know anything about
the contents of the telegram, vther than
what the Minister for Mines has stated
There is uno secrecy about'the matter,
The hon. member, in conversation,
showed me the telegram in an ordinary
way, and I am not accusing the Minister
as far ns the telegramn is concerned of
any underhand business.

Tue MrvisTer ror Mives: Your
statement is not in keeping with the
telegram, but that does not matter,

Mr. TAYLOR: I have no hesitation
in saying the Premier tried to place my
remarks in a wrong light before the
House when he accused me of stating
that he manipulated the rolls.

Tae PreEmigr: You did.

Mr. TAYLOR : I did not; but the
munipulation was in connection with the
writs. So far as the writs are concerned,
I suppose had the elections not been so
huarried, the Electoral Department would
have had the rolls in a better condition
to have fought the election upon. We
know how hurriedly the election came on,
and it was expedited considerably by wy
friends opposite, with perbaps some
success, With reference to the remarks
made by the member for Kalgoorlie in
reference to the selection ballot, I want
to point out that he is not accurate
at all when he says I was a de-
feated candidate at the selection ballot.
I wish to point out, in case hon. members
may have to refer to the matter on some
future occasion, that the gelectiop ballot
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was void; and, that being so, nobody
could be siccessful. However, I shall
not debate in this Chamber the selection
ballots of the Laubour party. While it is
permissible for members on the Goveran-
went side of the House to drag in any-
thing they desire in reference to our
party or the Labour movement, and our

method of conducting our business, T

ghall not deal with that aspect of the
question. Before the session closes I
shall be able to deal justas effectively
ag they with the manner in which Gov.
ernment members are selected, when the
National ** Ass.” selects them, and when

the Premier and the representative of .

the Midland Railway Company and some

ather gentleman are called in as referees. |

I shall be able to deal with that aspect of
the question at some other stage of this
session. [ certainly feel gratelul to the
Premier for allowing the papers asked
for to be laid on the table. I am not
grateful to the Government, but I am
grateful to the Premier. This amend-
ment is certainly irrelevant to my motion.
I believe it is hardly in order to tack on
foreign matter to such a motion. No
investigations have been held as to elec-
tions througbout the State. The mover
of the amendment (Mr. Price) has not
shown that they have, nor has that been
shown by any member on the ‘Govern-
ment side. If investigations had taken
place in electorates other than those
mentioned in my motion, I should not
have objected to the amendment; but
with the member for Subiaco (Mr. Dag-
lish), T say that the amendment is in-
-tended only to burk my motion.

Mg. Price: How do you know that
investigations have not been made?

Mer. TAYLOR : The member for East
Fremantle (Mr. Holmnes) is now of

opinion—or was when he was speaking |

—that no other investigations have been

made, and he gave as a reason for think-
ing so that his side was not consulted. |

I tell the hon. member I hope that the
gentleman in charge of the Electoral De-
partment, when he believes that there
has been a breach of the Electoral Act,
will not ask any party in Parliament or
out of Parliament whether he is properly
to adwinister the Act, or to bring to jus-
tice those who should be brought to
justice. Tt is not for any political party
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, to udvise the department when certain
- irregularities have been committed. I
presume that the irregularities took place
under the noses of the officcrs in Perth;
and an inguiry followed. Whether the
member for Kalgoorlie (Myr. Keenan) is
speaking oo behalf of the Government,
Iam not prepared o say; bub if he is
not, I hope the Premier will contradict
him, so that the House may not be led
astray. The member, for Kalgoorlie has
said that the papers indicated in my
motion will be latd on the table imme-
diately, and that, if the amendment be
carried, farther inquiries can go on
thronghout ihe State. If that be so,
then I will not find so much fault; but
I shall not accept. a statement from the
member for Kalgoorlie as the statement
of the Premier or of the Ministerial
bench. Before I resume my seat, the
Premier might give me, in the ordinary
way, his assurance that he will not delay
the placing on the table of those papers
that are in existence respecting the elec.
torates covered by my motion, but will
table them immediately, and not hold
them back pending an inquiry through-
out the State. If inquiries have fo be
made in the Kimberley disirict, and if
the generally accepted opinion that this
session will close before Christmas be
true, we shall have no possible chance of
sesing the papers during this session.
In fairness fo e, to the State, and to the
purity of electoral campaigns, those
papers which I know to be in existence
should be laid on the table at the earliest
possible moment; and if additional
investigations be necessary througheut
- the State, let those investigations take
place, and let this House be supplied with
their results when these come to hand.
- But T hope the Premier will not, till the
whole of the investigations are completed,
withhold the information desired by me.
T am sure that the Premier will give me
the required assurance, for the fairness
1 of my request must be apparent to hon.
{ members. We have in existence papers
! containing the resulis of certain investiga-
\ tions. I lLave called for the papers; and

if they are not to be produced till the
whole of the elections throughout the
State have beer investigated, there will
be no chaunce of our getting the papers
during this session.

Question (asamended) put and passed.
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PAPERS—FACTORIES ACT, DESPATCH
RECEIVED.

Notice had heen given of a motion,
“That all papers in which the operation
of the Factories Act of 1904 have been
adversely commented upon by the Im-
perial Parliament be laid upon the table
of the House.”

Mr. HORAN (Yilgarn) sid: With
your permission, Mr. Speaker, and with
the concurrence of the House, I desire to
amend the notice of motion standing in
my nane, which was hurriedly drafted on
account of the Premier's imability to
reply instantly to my question. T desire
leave to amend the motion.

Mr. SPEAKER: It is provided in
Standing Order No. 223 that such notice
cannot be amended save by leave of the
House.

Question put and passed ; leave given.

Mr. HORAN : T move—

That an Address be presented to His Ex-
cellency the Governor, praying that all
despatches exchanged between himself and the
Tmperial Government relative to the Factories
Act of 1894 be laid on the table of the House.
As I think I am the first person who,
after dinner, has yet risen in this
House since the beginning of the session
to propose a specific motion, permit me to
congratulate vou, sir, on attaining your
present. high position. As the sole
accupant of this (third Opposition)
cross-bench, T think I may assure you
that you may rely on receiving the cordial
support of everyone who sits with me. T
thiok it is due in courtesy to the Premier
to explain that on coming into the House
a little while ago, I thought he had taken
advantage of a Standing Order so as to
prevent certain private members’ buosi-
ness, set down for to-night, from being
discussed. I was perhaps somewhat rash
in coming to that conclusion; and T
found afterwards that the Premier was
good enovgh to allow us to discuss to the
fullest extent the private business on the
Notice Paper. 1 desire to express my
regret at the remarks I wade, believing
that the Premier was trying to take
advantage of his power to prevent our
discussing this subject. This is a ques-
tion of grave importance; and I am oot
sure whether in any other Austrahan
Parliament any such subject has been
under discussion. While I do not wish
for a moment to criticise or discuss in
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any way the principles of the Factories
Act, the question which I ask the Premier
is, whether the Imperial Government. is
about to interfere in the domestic legis-
lation of this country. 1 am sure I can
rely on support from all sides of the
House when 1 say that no matter how
violeunt and how virulent our battles
during the past general election, we are
capable of managing our own affairs in
such a manner as we deem fit and proper
and sunitable to our own reguirements.
In moving for the production of these
papers, I feel contident that the Premier
will raise no objection. Time was when
Governors used to iuterfere with the
business of Parliaments. Such inter-
ference took place more than once in
the Bastern States; in New South
Wales, in Queensland, and in circum.
stances which may be kuoown to most
of the members of this House, when
that celebrated democrat, George Higin-
botham, as Acting-Premier of Victoria,
refused to accept a recommendation
from the Governor of that State. But
the present position, if the newspapers
are to be believed, seems to be
totally different. It would seem that
the Tmperial Government proposes to
dictate to the people of Western Aus-
tralia us to whether we shall pass
legislation which in our opinion meets
the exigencies of local conditions. I do
not for a moment think that this Parlia-
ment will agree to anything of that
kind; but the time and place will be
found for discussing the subject in fuller
detail. In this instance I think myself
justified in moving for the production of
the papers, and setting at rest once and
for all the question whether the news.
paper reports are correct, and what action
the Premier proposes to take. I know
exactly the limitations in which the
Government of the State is placed by the
Act of the Tmmperial Parliamenl, known
as the Constitution Act. It is no busi-
ness of mine to mention those limitations,
If the Premier will only be good enough
to produce the papers, that will no doubt
meet the requirements of all representa-
tives in this Chamber. I therefore move
the motion standing in my name.

Me. J. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): I
second the motion.

Tez PREMIER (Hon. C. H. Rason) :

. As u general rule, the Guvernment hesi-

'
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tates considerably before objecting to the
production of papers asked for by an
hon. member. Personally I think that
practice has grown in the past until it is
becoming somewhat objectionable. It has
been frequently the case that inembers
have asked for papers to be laid on the
table of the House merely to satisfy their
inquisitiveness— [ make no allosion in
this puarticular case; and it has fre-
quently happened that considerable com-
plications have arisen from the fact of
these papers being laid ou the table of
the House and betng made available to
the public and the Press. The Press in

quoting from papers laid om the table -

naturally desire-—and 1 give them credit

for an honest attempt to carry out their -

desire—to give a fair review of the facts
contuined in the papers; but it follows
that they cannot give them at very great
length, and often their ]udu-ment. as to
what they should guote and what they
should not leads them astray. In any
case they very frequently omit to vefer to
certain facts leading up to certain ecir-
cumslances; and the public generally,
not. having the whole of the facts before
them, are apt and do frequently arriveat
erronsous conclugions, It also very fre-
quently happens that the Government of
the day bas communications which are to
a great extent of a highly confidential
nature, and confidential papers-of that
description should certainly wot be laid
on the table of this House. I remember
that last session some pupers which were
strictly private and confidential in nature
were laid on the table of the House—1I
thinkin error only and not intentionally,
but the result of that has been very un-
fortunate indeed. The hon. mewmber in
the first place moved *That all papers
in which the operation of the Factories Act
of 1904 has been adversely commented
upon by the Imperial Parliament be
laid on the table of the House.” That
has been altered by consent of the
House to “That an Address be pre-
sented to his Excellency the (fovernor
praying that all despatches exchanged
between himself and the Imperial Gov-
ernment relative to the Factories Act
1904 be laid on the table of the Honse.”
I hope the House will not agroe to that
motion. T object to it very strongly my-
self. I object very strongly myself to
the business and the conduct of the

[29 Noveupek, 1905.]

Despatch received 99

business vf this House being taken out
of the hands of the Ministry in this way.
Tt communications have been received
affecting any legislation of Western
Australu, his Excellency will, in the
ordinary course of events, submit those
communications to his responsible ad-
visers; and they will give him advice as
to what should be done in regard to then.
I this case 1 wish to be perfectly honest,
open, and straightforward. A communi-
cation lhas been received, not of an
ubjectionuble character, but of a very
important churacter. Tt wus strictly con-
fidential. 1 applied to his Excellency the
Governor to be allowed, in cortain cir-
cumstances, il the circumstances arose
and if the necessity wrose, to make the
contents of that confidentinl communica-
tion public. I wish to assure the House
that, having that permission, before any
action is tuken In any shape or form
whatever, or before any action is proposed
in regard to the Factories Act, this com-
munication will be submitted to the
House. That is as far as T am prepared
to go; and I assure the hon. member and
mewmbers of this House that if they press
this motion and it be carried, though I
am sure the good sense of the House will
render that impossible, those who are
seeking to do good, for I believe the hen.,
member is actuated by the best motives,
will be doing incaleulable harm. Iassure
the House that, before the Government
attempt to take any action whatever with
refercnce 1o the Factories Act, the con-
tents of that communication will be made
public and submitted tothe proper persons
to whom they should be submtted, that is
the Parliament of Western Australia; but
until thut time does arrive, 1 certainly
object to having the papers, be they
whatever they may, submitted or placed
on the table of this House. So far as I
Enow, there is only one communication
which could be placed on the table, and
that is the one that I have specially usked
for permission to make public should the
necessity arise. That necessity has not
vet arisen. In carrying out what I
believe to be my duty not oaly to the
Hause but to the country, T object very
strongly to the motion being carried, and
T hope that, after an explanation has been
given, the hon. member will withdraw it.

Mr. T. WALKER (Kanowna): One
can well understand the motive of the



100 Factories Act :

Premier in wishing to maintain the
seerecy of the Government in a matter of
such vast importance; but he surely
cannot blawne the hon. member who moves
this moation, or the House, for desiring to
have the information which has been
communicated to him. No question has
arisen within the life of this or previous
Parliaments, or any other Parliainent so
far as I am aware, of greater importance
to this State, nay to the Commonwealth
of Australia, than that which is involved
in this simple motion to-night. Ttinvolves
not only the question to which the whole
of Australia is pledged, that which has
become a cant phrase, a “ White Aus-
tralia,” but it involves what is dearer
perhaps to us as a self-governing State
than even the question of alien restriction.
The whole question of our right to
govern ourselves is involved in this simple
motion, is involved in these papers.
The question is, Are we to govern our-
-selves just so long as we are comporting
to the ideas of the Home Miunistry and
the Government in power in England
for the time being —are we to be
allowed to play at legislation, or are
we a self-governing country?  That i
the (uestion which is involved in this,
and I hope that the matter will not be so
lightly put aside us it has been by the
Premier. He has told us that his Excel-
lency haa heen pleased to communicate to
him certain information. That informa-
tion is within the Premier's knowledge.
When the Premier sees fit he will com-
municate to this House what that infor-
mation is, and mnot till then. That
information he will give us—he has per-
mission—if ever the necessity should
arise for him to deal with the Factories
Act. It may so happen that he may
ngver have an opportunity of dealing
with the Factories Act; but I submit that
this House has u right to know what the
Home Government thinks of our legisla-
tion, just as much as the Premier hasthe
right to know what the Home Govern-
ment thinks about our legislation. Every
member almost of this House is pledged
to pursue a certain policy in regard to
outside nationalities. Almostevery mem-
ber herve is pledged to what is called a
“ White Australia.” We have legislation
on the statute-book; not only have we
laws in force, but we are administering
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them in our courts; we have paid officers |
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who are carrying out the laws that are
passed ; and to-morrow we may find some
despatch communicated to us which will
render null and void all our past legisla-
tion, all the aets which we have com-
mitted, and which will vender illegal the
steps we are taking every day of our lives.
Yet we are supposed to know nothing
about it, and to wait here as children to
receive the infornation when it pleases
the Premier to communicate it to us
about the Factories Act. I submit a
matter of that great importance is not a
matter on which this House should be
kept in ignorance. I have no desire to
speak with any disrespeet of those in-
stitotions under which this country, and
every country uuder the British Crown,
flourishes; but it is incumbent on us
at times to remember that between the
representatives of the people and eveu the
Crown there may Dbe conflicts, or -con-
troversies, or questions as to rights.
We know that the sovereigns of England,
in days gone by, have been confronted by
members of an Assembly like this, and
that in the end the sovereign has been
compelled by reason or other force to
recoguise the rights of the people 1o their
representatives assembled in Parliament.
Rights which we enjoy here, and which
they enjoy in the British House of
Parliament itself, in a great measure
have been wrung from the pust soversigus
of England, until by the conflict between
sovereign and people a happy union of
power and combination, which has
rendered the British Constitution the
most perfect political wachinery the
world has ever seen, has been attained,
Now, I venture to think that here is
jnst the possibility, notof the Sovereign
of England, not even of his representa-
tive in the person of His Excellency,
coming into conflict with this House, but
there 1s a danger of the Government of
England for the time being usurping
what was once the royal prerogative,
what was once the sole power of the
Crown, and coercing us, restricting our
liberties, interfering with our legislation,
checking us at any particular point, and
rendering null and void what may be
of vital interest to us.  For think what
this implies, what it involves. If we can
be prevented legislating i our own
colonies and in the Commonwealth
against the influx of aliens, or against
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the competition of Chinese with white
people in this country, what does it
mean ? It means that within a decade
from now, ten years hence, white workers
will not be able to live in this State. I
am making no exaggeration. [f ocur
ports were to-morrow to be thrown open
_ to those hordes fram China, or even fromn
Japan—and I have no desire to speak
disrespectfully of that wonderful and gal-
lant nation that has humiliated the most
warlike nation of Europe—if our ports
are to be thrown open to those nations and
we have to receive from those over-popu-
lated countries their surplus, no workman
could continue in his employment, no man
working under present civilised ¢conditions
in this country could earv his livelihood.
I do not speak from fancy. I have seen
what has taken place in South Africa.
The importation of the Chinese there
upon the mines has rendered it totally
impossible for a white labourer to live in
Johannesburg.

Tue MinisTer ror MiNes: There are
more white workers there now.

Mr. WALKER: There are not. I
have been in South Africa; I bave rela-
tives there now, and I know somsething
about it, The state of South Africa for
white men has been completely ruined.
Nothiug but absolute ruination exists for
the white worker. There is no opening
for the man who wants to earn his living
by his hands, or as an artisan by means
of a trade. The place is absolutely given
over to the black and yellow men, and to
the capitalists; and I sulunit that, if we
are not allowed to restrict alien popula-
tion from coming to our shores and to
regulate their conduct when thgy come
here, we give this country over to China
aond Japan; absolutely making us deni-
zens of the Empire of the Mikado and
that of the Empress of China, giving
it absolutely over to them.

Tre Mivister ror MINES: The Com-
monwealth controls all matters of immi-
gration.

Mr. WALKER: The Commonwealth
may, but this State is.involved; and if
we can be prevented from administering
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Commonwealth Government he

interfered with in the same way.
TyeE PreMIER: The home authorities
can velo the Act.

may
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Mer. WALKER: I know; and they,
can suspend the constitution. But are
we to allow them to do it without a, pro-
test? Are we to assume the aftitude of
legislative slaves ?

Tue Minister ForR Works: You are,
assuming all the time.

Mer. WALKER: Assuming what?

TrE MivisTer For Worgs: That they
are going to interfere.

Mer. WALKER: I am not saying
they are going to, but that they are
interfering, und I say that if I am under
a wrong assumption, L am not the only
one in the House under that error
by any means, and not only on this side
of the House, but on that side of the
House. Have I not the right to be cor-
rectly informed? Isit not the duty of
the Premier to take us into his confidence
to the extent that he knows the facts
of it? Why should the Prewmier tell
us that when he deems it fit fo deal with
the Factories Act be will inform us? He
says, by what be has already told us, that
he could tell us, that it would not be
wrong o tell us, that ata certain time
it would be right to tell ws. TIf it
would be right to tell us then, it
would be right to tell us now; for
in a matter of such importance the
country cannot know the facts too soon.
Not only we, but the people outside
degire to know something about this.
Every body of workers in the country is
immensely concerned in the attitude of
the Government and the future attitude
of Parlinnent upon this question, and
the people have a right to have informa-
tion on a matter that concerns them so
vitally. If we have any of the blood of
the old fighters in our veins, if we have
anything like honourable manhood within
us, we shall resist or make at least sowme
protest. I admit that resistance would
be fulile. If we could not obtain force
for resistance, we could make some
strong protest against interference with
domestic legislation in this State by the
home authorities. Is not this limitation
or pullification of the Factories Act an
interference 7 Will the hon. member
deny that the Imperial authorities have
communicated to this State the fact that
the Act must be inoperative, that it
must not be put into operation ?

Tee Premier: Oh!

Meneer: Certain clauses.
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Mr. WALKER: Undoubtedly; deal- '
"ing of course with aliens. The information
has come to this State—and I challenge
denial—that we are not to treat the -
aliens, the Japanese or the Chinese, other
than we treat our own State citizens.
-We are to give them everv opportunity
that is given to the white citizen. We
are to make no distinction whatever
between them, and indeed we must allow
them the fullest personal liberty, which
means liberty to undermine our own
workers. It means the ruination of all
our trade and the pauperisation of our .
own people. And are we to make no .
protest against this? Are we quietly |
to submit to t? Are we mnot to |
protect our own people ? Are they
not more to us than even the allies of
Great Britain, great as may be that
growing nation of Japan, and wonderful
and useful as may be the alliance between
her and the mother country? Are we
net or should we not be more to the
British Crown than even that great
nation ? Should we be cowpelled to
submit or to act like children in obedience
to the will of British statesmen because
this foreign nation is involved ?

Tre Premier: You are acting like
children now, as much as anything elsé.

Mr. WALKER: Acting like children!

Is it childish to protest against this |

secrecy which conceals from this House
that which is more vital than any other
thing at this moment? I dare say the
hon. gentleman would like to dismiss it
in so easy a fashion. But if the House
has any sense of self- -respect, it will not
permit that. The hon. member not only
thinks he can treat the Leader of the
Opposition with contempt, not only
thinks he can treat the whole of the
Opposition as children, but he thinks he
can treat the whole of the House in the
same way. Thatis rather the conduct of
a big school-boy with alolly in his mouth.
Perhaps the hon. member has something
to learn in this respect, for be undoubtedly
lacks a sense of the dignity of this
Assembly, lacks respect for the people
of this country, is lacking in regard
for the rights of this self-governing
institution of which he by accident
has become Premier. He will perhaps
in due course learn. Without prolouging
the debate to-night, T have no doubt that

we shall have other occusions to deal |
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with the subject again. We must deal
with it, and if the Premier forgets to
Lring down the Factories Act, or what-
ever it may be in connection with
this  subject, and does mnot give
that communication, I trust the
House will bring him back to the words
he has uttered to-night. "When he thinks
necessary, he will communicate a portion
of the despatches that he has seen. I
submit that this House should have
information now. We have a right to

" deal with it now. and if the House has

any sense of its own dignity it will not
perinit the Premier to snub it in this
cavalier fashion,

Me. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison): I
rise to support the motion of the member
for Yilgarn. I am sorry indeed to know
and see thdt. the Premier of this Assembly
has thought fit to allow Cubinet secrets
to be published in the Press, and to
refuse to give information to this House.
]‘TdHE Peemier: I did nothing of the
kind.

Mg. HOLMAN: It is a disgrace to
him o his position that news can be
given to the Press stating that certain
mformation was received of a confidential
nature from the home authorities, from
the Secretary of State, who may not be
Becretary of State after the next general
election 1n the old country, and for him
to refuse to give any information to
members of this' House, the representa-
tives of the people of this State. This 1s
not the first time c¢onfidential matters
have leaked ont. It was stated to-night
that the Labour party betrayed the
interests of the country; but I say we
never betrayed the interests of the
country, as very likely is being done at
the present thme.  On another occasion
we heard a Minister talk about the
Labour Government bungling the busi-
ness of the country. A similar case of
leakuge to thia occurred when the present
Premier was & member of a previons
Cabinet. In vegard to the Phillimore.
street case, information leaked out and this
country had to pay thousands of pounds
more for land thyn it would have had to
pay had these things been done in a
proper manner. Now information has
gone out and the Press has informed us
about this communication. Yet we, as
representatives of the people, the voice of
this country, were refused any informa-
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tion on this matter at all. I maintain it
would be the duty of every member of
this Assembly to stand np and fight as
long as he was able to do so for the rights
of the people in this State, the people he
represents. A fight has been wmade in
other countries before this. We look
back to a question of 4 somewhat similar
nature that cropped up in America some
time apo, and we come to a later date
when President Cleveland, at the time
the Chinese Exclusion Bill was before the
American Congress, sent a message in
which he said :—

It is a recognised canon of international lnw
and intercourse that every sovereign State
has a paramount right to exclude from its
borders all elements of foreign population,
which for any reason might retard ifs pro-
sperity or be detrimental to the moral and
pbysical health of the people.

I maintain that if the home authorities
interfere with our domestic legislation in
relation to the Chinese or Japanese, they
are interfering with something they have
no right to interfere with. We are the
best people to judge what legislation we
should enforce in this State to control the
workers in our factories, and I maintain
that if we labour under a delusion with
regard to this communication, the Premier
should be the person to set us right. 1
do unot think we ave going to be dictated
to here in Australia, although we are
ouly a few, although we only number
four millions of people. It is for the
Premier 10 make a statement to this
Assembly and place us in possession of
information, giving us the exact terms
or as nearly as possible the exact
terms of the communication received,
and not allow us to be in ignorance of
its coutents for any longer time than
necessary. We have the case of South
Africa mentioned. I maintain it would
‘be the duty of every member in this
Assembly to stand up and fight as long
as he had breath or a hand to raise against
the States of Australia being brought
into the same condition as the States of
South Africa are in at the present time.
‘We know that at the present time the
white worker cannot earn a living in
South Africa. I received a letter from
my cousin in which he said that if the
white worker desired to live at all he had
to bring himself to the level of the black
man gud work for five shillings a day.
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" I believe that if the home authorities

PP

had the same power as they have bad in
South Africa, where they have been con-
trolled to a great extent by boodlers in
that country, we should be in the same
position in Australia. 1 think it is a
disgrace to the Premier of this State to
be in receipt of a comwunication that
may affect the interests of the whole of
the people of this Commonwealth, and to
refuse to divulge that information to the
members of this Assembly. Certsin
information leaked out from a Cabinet of
which he was the head, and was pub-
lished in the Press, whereas we can-
not get any information at all. I
deprecate his action in trying to dismiss
the matter from this Assetubly by the
commonplace cry that it is one of no
importance. If this is an important
matter we should be given the full text
of the commuunication ; and if it is not
important, the Premier should rise in
his place and make that statement in this
House, and allow us to rést content with
u full knowiledge that the interests of this
State will be protected to the utmost. I
maintain that every representative in this
Chamber should demand information
from him.

M=. H. E. BOLTON (North Fre.
mantle): I desire to enter my protest
against the refusal of the Premier to
give this information to the Assembly,
I cannot help thinking, knowing some
of the gentlemen as I do, that possibly the
time 1s not yet ripe to give that informa-
tion to the Chamber. The hon. member
had told us that he will give us that
information when he thinks fit or as
necessity arises.

Tuz Premier: Before any action at
all was taken.

Me. BOLTON : Tam glad the Premier
reminded me of that. But I would also
remind members that when it is given it
may be too late to take any action against
the proposal of the Government. Very
possibly some machinery may be in
course of construction, und when the in-
formation is given to the House, certain
action may have been taken, and it
may be too late to enter any protest
It is absolutely necessary that the infor
mation be given to this House; n
members on this side of the Chambe
recegnise the futility of continually ask
ing for things when we kuow that th
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brutal majority sitting oppoesite to us can
stinply lie back in their chairs and smile
as they do in regard to most things we
have asked for, treating our requests in
silence and contempt. I only hope that
their actions will be noted Dby the
country as well as by members on the
Opposition side of the House. The mem-
ber for Kanowna referred to the danger
of such an objection being raised from
the home Government without any pro-
test from this House or from the repre-
sentatives of the people in this State;
but when we remember the very large
interests, for instance, of the Minister
for Works in the Collie Coalfield, and
also that some of the supporters of the
Government are interested in Collie coal,
it will be perhaps in their interests to
have a replica of Johannesburg in this
State, for then they will be able to pro-
duce Collie coal cheaply by Japanese and
Chinese labour. Tbis information is to
be delayed until it is found necessary, in
the opinion of one man, to give it to this
House, I say it is scandalous that it
shonld be held back so long from 50
representatives of the people; but the
hon. gentleman has supporters who, I
regret to say, are still looking for cheaper
farm labourers. Perhaps a few Chinese
and Japanese can do away with their
trouble and with the vexed immigration
question. If such a communication from
the home authorities is allowed to go
without any protest, another can follow
it demanding that our ports be thrown
aopen to alien nations, Japanese and
Chinese; and what would happen then?
TUndoubtedly the Government would be
supported by their present supporters,
because they are a mixed variety. Some
of them are interested in industries which
would be considerably enhanced by the
importation of Chinese.

Mr. J. C. G. FOULKES (Claremont):
T think all the hon. members who have
spoken on the Opposition side on this
subject are rather unduly alarmed. They
speak of fighting the Crown, and of doing
all kinds of things, and of carrying on the
industries here with Chinese labour and
Japanese labour. I have read Press
stutements regarding this affair both here
and in the English papers; but I haveso
far not learned anything at all that would
alarm us or in any way show that the
Britisb Government have any desire to
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interfere with eur local legislation. One
speaker said just now that any day we
might find our liberties taken away from
us, and that some despatch would come
here—I think the words were, “that
would render null and void any legisla-
tion we had passed.” One can hardly
think that the bon, member who used
langnage of that kind really knows
anything at all as to how we frate enact-
ments,  Acts of Parlinment are not an-
nulled by despatches. In that case it
would be hardly necessary for us to meet
here. One can hardly expect that mem-
bers who hold such curious and extreme
ideas——

Mr. Warker: What about the svs-
peuston of the Constitution itself 7 Has
it been done recently ?

Mz. FOULKES : But it has not been
done lere.

Me. WaLker: It may be.

Mr. FOULEKES: Do not be unneces-
sarily alarmed. I am not alarmed at
such a contingency as that. There is not
the slightest fear that such a thing would
happen to us, that our Constitution would
be anpulled. I do not know what is in
this despntch that bas been sent to his
Excellency the Governor; butl feel quite
sure that, as the Premier has said, when
the time comes he will inform the people
of this despatch. I am certain that full
justice will be done to the people. I
agree with every member of this House
that we should be wmost anxious and
strong believers in the maintenance of
the principle of a white Australia.
There is not the slightest shadow of
doubt as to that. No one is more loyal
to that principle than I am myself. 1
was recently in South Africa, and I
saw the Chinese there and the black
races and the various bhalf-custes in
that country; and I always believe in
the prineiple of a white Australia.
What I have seen in South Africa has
convinced me that it is of the utmost
importance to Auvstralia thut we should
keep Australia white. Although I have
these opinions, I also kpow thatitisa
fact that the British Government and
the people in England have, during the
last ten years at least, shown every desire
to recognise the wishes of the various
peoples  who live in their respective
colonies. We need npever be afraid of
any dictation from the home Govern-
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wment. I am quite sure of that fact. |
They have treated Australian and
Canadian colonies with the utmost

generosity. We have to bear in mind
that it is owing to their protection that
we people here are allowed to pass legis-
lation. 1If it were not for the protection
of the British fleet, the danger would
then arise of our having our Constitution
annulled. The British people and the
British Parliument are our best friends ;
and it is all nonsense to hear people
talking of having despatches sent here to
annul our Acts. Tam npot afraid of that.
I am certain that the hon. member who
has peinted out the danger of such a
contingency happening, in hizs own miud
does not fear anything of the sort. We
- canuot annul the Factories Act even by
the Governor's proclamation. If we
must have the Factories Act annulled, it.
will be necessary to introduce a Bill todo
s0. [Me. Horan: You are wrong.] 1
am not. It will be vecessary to intro-
duce a Bill to alter any provision in
regard to the Aet. If the Government
think it pecessary to alter the Act—I do
not say they do—I myself think that
they will not do anything at all whereby
they will make it easier to have black
labour or Chinese labour employed here.
Mr. Houmax: They have already
done it.
Mr. FOULKES: I do not anticipate
anything of the kind happening, but it

seems to me utterly ridiculous that a.

man should rise up here —[Mgr. WALEER:
To fight for the white people]l—we are
not called upon yet to fight. The time
for us to make protest, if any protest is
necessary—and so far I have not learned
anything whereby we should excite our-
selves about this question at all—is not
the present. We do not know that there
is any necessity. The main thing is that
there seem to be a few members in this
House who ure most curious and inquisi-
tive to know the contents of these letters
that are written by some people. It is
quite true that certain statements have
been made in the Press; but I do not
know that these statements are correct.
We have learned, some of us, not to
believe evervthing that is said in the
Press; and I have learned this fact too,
in connection with business, that some-
times, peoding negotiations, it is not

always advisable to show everybody what ;| sources.
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is taking place in connection with these
negotiations. For all I know there may
be no antagonism or opposition whatever
on the part of Great Britain. It may be
some foreign Power that has communi-
cated with Gtreat Britain. Do not let
us take steps that will cause difficulties
between Britain and some other Power.
There is no necessity to talk about fight-
ing. T have every confidence that the
Government will see that justice will be
done to all parties. I feel absolutely
certain that, knowing how anxious we
are to maintain the principle of a white
Australia, the Government will take no
action whatever that will put in peril
that prineiple; aud I have every con-
fidence that they will make public this
correspondence when the right time has
arrived.

Howx. F. H. PIESSE (Katanning): [
had not intended to spsak to-night in
reference to this inotion, but for a remark
which fell from the lips of the member
for Murchison with regard to want of
confidence shown by Cabinet in regard to
these despatches, that is, the inforination
having been given to the Press.  Speak-
ing as an old Cabinet Minister, and in
reply to one who has recently filled that
position also, T am sorry to hear the
member for Murchison making such
remarks; because any Cabinet with con-
fidential communications before it would
aot disclose that information to the
Press; and if that information has
filtered to the Press in some way, it is
through some other source. Confidential
communications are kept within the
scope of the Cabinet and its executive
officers. As a rale, nothing is heard
of a confidential communication; but
when the case arises that the com-
munication is referred to officers of
departiments for their information or
their advice in fegard to certain matters,
then there may be want of confidence
shown by those men and disclosures are
made. This is reprehensible, because it
is by that means frequently that informa-
tion of a confidential character gets
abroad. Speaking generally, we can
admire the bulk of the civil servants of
this State us wmen of uprightness and
integrity ; and, as a rule, Cabinet secrets
and confidential matters are kept, and if
they do get to the Press it is from other
1 take it this confidential com-
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munication, if sueh has been received, | were only inquisitive and curious.

has probably reached the Press from
sources from which it should not have
teached the papers. Mewmbers are ne
doubt speaking in the interests of the
country; and I am sure those who
assisted to pass the Factories Act last
Parliament were quite agreeable to help
it through; but there are members who
have spoken to-night who would make
the public believe that there are other
men in this House who are ready at once
to repeal the Act. The member for
North Fremantle made a reference that
the farmers were ready to have -cheap
labour and Chinese and men of similar
nationality to do their work. The hon.
member should not make that reference.
If there is one set of people in this
country that helps to build up the in-
terests of the State and to employ work-
men at times when other trades bave been
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stagnant, 1t is the farming community; °

and indeed the farmer is one who has
done a great deal to help industries in
other directions. Though we have heard

. public.

so much eloquence from the member

for Kanowna to-night,

be a bit too previous. He should

he seems to-

know that a natter of this import- -

ance could not be dealt with by any
Government until it bad been brought
before the House for consideration. The
Premier has already assured us, if there
is any necessity for Lringing the matter
forward and he can disclose the informa-
tion, the House shall have the informa.-
tion. It will be for us then to decide the
aourse to take, it will' be for us then to

hear speeches in favour of the measure .

passed last session, and if temperate and
moderate, at the hands of the broad-
minded members of the House they will
receive dde consideration,  Therefore

Parliament to-night, in discussing the

matter, is too previons. The matter has

not reached that serious stage which somne |

members wonld lead us to believe it has
reached. T quite believe with the Premier
that such & counfidential communication
should remain secret until such time as

affairs of the country decide what course
they should take.

Mz. J. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): I can-
not allow fthis opportunity to go hy

Despatch veceived.

This
is a peculiar assertion for the Premier Lo
make, when we want the couniry to know
what i3 transpiring. Tt would be quite
a different matter for the Premier to say
that it is undesirable that this informa-
tion should be made known at the
present fime; but he has stated that it
was inguisitiveness which caused mem-
bere to call for the production of the
pupers.

Tne PrEMiER: T did not say that.

Mr. SCADDAN: The Premier did
exempt this particular oceasion and spoke
generally, but the inference was that it
was inquisitiveness which prompted the
request of those papers. The Press
of the State has already made public
certain matters with regard to the de-
spatch from the home Government, and the
question arises whether the Press should
make a half statement, which is often
worse than a lie, and the Premier should
refrain from making the whole statement
The public want to know what
was the toue of the despatch, and curinsity
Las arisen in the minds of the public on
this matter. It is no good for the Premier
to waive lightly by the despatches which
have been received, und not make them
known until some action has been taken.
There may not be any alteration of the
Factories Act suggested, but at the sane
time dust should not be thrown in the
eyes of the public. If this despatch does
refer to the Factories Act passed last
Parhament does not refer to the working
of the Act, the public should know at the
earlieat possible moment what it is. It
is not curiosity or inquisitiveness for
members to ask that this despatch should
be produced. The Premier might explain
it the despatch has no bearing on the
Act, or to what extent it has, and not
allow the public to remain in a curious
frame of mind. This matter not only
affects the State but the Commonwealth
as a whole. If we are to permit the
Asiatic races to come into the State, and
the Commonwealth to be dictated to as

, to how they shall treat them when thev
the Ministers who are controlling the |
. like a decent protest.

without answering the Premier, who said
; position as the people of South Africa,

that members in calling for the papers

come here, it is time we made something

How. F. H. Presse: Make the protest
when the time comes.

Me. SCADDAN: That is all very well.
We might find ouorselves in the sane
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who made their protest about the China-
men, but the Chinamen are still there.

The time to protest is when we see .
It is useless for a

danger ahead of us,
man to protest when he sees the cliff in
front of him, We know the people of
the State are agitating their minds as to
what is the nature of the despatch. The
Press have made a certain statement, and
that statement has never been contra-
dicted or confirmed by the Premier, and
it is high time the minds of the com-
munity were sel at rest on this ¢uestion ;
therefore the Premier was not justified
in saying that members were only eurious
and-inquisitive in asking for the pupers.

Tue PrEmier: I did not say se.

Mr. SCADDAN: I understoed the
Premier to say so, and I was listening as
attendively as possiblee. We are mnot
curious ; we are doing our duty to the
country. For the life of we I cannot
understand the conspiracy of silence on
the other side. 1 should like to know why
members on the Government cross-benches
have nothing to say on this question.
They had u great deal to say ut the
election, but mnow they lave nothing
to say because the Premier is using his
button in front of him very well. These
members have been returned to the House
against the Labour party because of the
exclusiveness of that- party, and becauvse
their frecdom is taken from thew. How
can members opposite hurl that accusa-
tion against us when members opposite
remain silent? They have been effectually
silenced. I hope the members of the
Nutiopal Association will ussert them-
selves, and show the people of the State
what they said on the hustings and carry
out what they said on the hustings.
This is a matter which is agitating the
minds of the people and members on the
Opposition side us well as on the Gov-
ermnent side of the House. The Premier
would be dotng no harm if he made the
conteuts of thc despatch public by laying
the papers on the table of the Honse.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS

(Hon. Frauk Wilson): I thinkTcan answer

the query of the hon. member who has
spoken, in a few words. He wishes to
know why members on the Government
cross-benches have not been relieving
their minds on this question.
answer is that because a majority of the
hon. members of the House have confi-
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dence in His Mujesty's Government., I
should like to point out to the Opposition
that what thev are demanding ir uncon-
stitutional, it is unheard of and un-
scemly. [Memser: Rubbish!] To say
that the Government should divulge a
despatch to the House is absurd in the
extreme; and if members opposite occu-
pied the Government benches they would
le the first to resent such interference.
His Excellency the GQovernor has re-
ceived, as the Premier told the House,
a confidential despatch from the Secre.
tary of State, and that desputch belongs
to the Governor—[MEemBER: To the
Press]—and His Kxcellency usks his
Ministers’ advice in connection there-
with. Hon. members are forgetting the
oath of allegiance which they have just
taken to the Crown, when they suggest
for a moment that we should divulge the
contents of that despatch until it has
been tinally dealt with.

Mz, T. WaLker: It has been divulged
to the Press.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Kanowna koows we did no-
thing of the kind, and he is an old enough
parliamentarian to know that the motion
beforc the House iz irregular in the
extreme. The hon. member allows him-
self to be carried away with his own
elogquence and his own fevered imagina-
tion until be builds up a mountain out
of a molehill, The hon. member says we
are going to open.the doors to flood this
country with Asiatic immigration in con-
sequence of this despatch. He ought to
know the question of Asiatics coming into
Australia depends on the Federal Gov-
ernment and on the Tmperial Govern-
ment, [M=r. Horax interjected.] The
all-wise member for Southern Cross
cannot wait patiently with his rude inter-
jections until T have stated my view. It
has been stated by the member for
Ivanhoe that any alteration of the
Factories Act, if there be any, might
admit. Asiatics into Western Australia.
What has the Factories Act to do with
the admission of Asiatics? Nothing
whatever. This despatch cannot affect
the question at all, and members are just
indulging in a little sentimentz] claptrap
to call the attention of the public to the
fact that they are earnest in their
endeavour to assert the rights of the

. people, which the people do mot want.



108 Factories Act:

One hon. member had the audacity—I1
think it was the member for North Fre-
mantle—to draw in the guestion of Collie
coal ; and he insinuated, as usual, that I,
with other members of the House, had
an interest in Collie coal. T wish I had
never seen Collie coal, because it has
not been a payable interest, and 1 fear
never will be.  If the hon. member wishes
to accuse me of any desire to intreduce
Asiatics into Western Australia to work
the Collie Cealflelds, he is mistaken. He
may cast his insinuations as he likes, but
they prove nothing. He can take my
past career in Western Australia and
examine it year by year aud day by day,
and if he point the finger of scorn at my
actions on anything, let him do so. If he
thinks T am of opinion that Asiatics
should be introduced—[MEmBER: Six
bob a day]—if he can find anything in
mwy actions in the past that will warrant
him in insinuating that I would open the
gates of Western Australia to Asiatics,
then I am content to sit down reproved ;
bat the hon. member cannot do it
[Interjection by Mr. Horman.] The
hon. member knows that he is speaking
an untruth when he casts six shillings a
day at me. [Mr. HorLman: Youdidsay
§0.] The hon. memnber iz accusing me
of o misstatement.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
nust not do that. ’

M=e. Houman: I accept the statement,
Mr. Speaker, but I do it with very bad
grace.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must accept the denial.

Mr. Hormaw: [ accept it upcon-
ditionally, becanse T have to do so.

Mr. T. H, Bara: The Minister for
Works himself accuses the member of
Murchison of saying an untruth.

Mer. SPEAKER: The hon. member
must not do that.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
said the hon. member was not speaking
the truth when he charged me with
huving made a siatement as to six shil.
lings a day. Ideny it. If it is against
the rules of the House I withdraw the
statenient I made; but I wish to say at
once the statement he accused me of is
not true, and I have never made the state-
ment be accused me of. TItis a strange
thing that I cannot get up to speak
without members bursting open their
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vials of wrath and making these false
accusations against me. I have asked
thew hondreds of times to bring proot,
but they cannot do it. We seem
to have got altogether off the track.
Every member who has spoken has
discussed the Asiatic question, quite
apart from the subject of the motion.
The only Guestion we have to consider is
whether confidential despatches should
be placed on the table, to he perused by
hon. membery, und to be made public.
It is well known, and the member for
Kanowna, (Mr. Walker) knows, that
Ministers of the Crown have much corre-
spondence and many despatches which
they cannot make public. 1t is not in
the interests of the people vr of the State
that such communications should be
made public until the time is ripe. And
surely this House will accept the assur-
ance of the Premier, who says that when
the time is ripe, and before any action is
taken, he will take the House into his
confidence. Any member with any sense
of decency will accept that assurance.
If members do not accept it, T say they
are not true to their oath of allegiance to
the Crown. [Lasour Memser : That
is too bad.] Thatis my opinion; and I
am confident it is the opinion of the
majority of hon. wmembers. They at any
rate have confidence in the Ministers of
the Crown ; and T will say farther that it
is the opinion of ithe mass of the people
in Western Australia, and they will
endorse our action,

Mr. J. EWING (Collie) : It was not
my intention to speak during this debate,
being perhaps a somewhat new member;
but I must take this occasion, on which
T cannot congratulate those gentlemen in
Opposition, nor the House so far as I
have seen it while here to-day. I think
the tone of the House is certainly not so
high us the tone of the House to which I
used to belong. It seemes to me that we
are uot prepared to discuss this question
on its merits; and members on the other
side of the House are too prone to
play to the gullery. One would think
that instead of this being the first
session of Parliament it was the third
session, and that we were about to
appear before our masters, the people.
If that were so, we might expect this
greaf talk about a white Australia, and
protestations that members were prepared
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to guard the interests of the people, |

especially the workers. T take strong

exception to any member’s saying that he |

is wmore especially sent here than any

other member to guard the interests of .

the people. I sit behind a Government

in which, though not a Labour Govern- -

ment, I have every confidence. 7That is
my reason for having hitherto remained
silent to-night. 1 believe the action
Ministers have taken is the right and
proper action.
Governor is in receipt of a despateh from
the home Government, communiested in
due course to the Premier; and T
suppose his colleagues are aware of the
contents of that despatch. [Lapour
Memeeg: And the Press.] It seems to

have leaked out somehow or other, or |

some portions of the despatch have
leaked out; but the Premier has told us
that what bas vot leaked out is very
important, so important that at this
juncture he does not feel prepared to
submit it to the House,
the House that everythingin the despatch

will be placed clearly before members ere ,

any attempt is made to alter legislation
in this State.
am perfectly satisfied; and T believe the

Premier is only acting in the best interests -

of the State in asking the member who
has moved the motion to withdraw it.
In view of the Premier’s promise, I think

the least the mover can do is to withdraw |
But I farther take exception |

the motion.
to the statement of the member for Norih
Fremantle (Mr. Bolton), that it is the
desire of any man in this State to intro-
duce Japanese and Chinese either as
agricultural labourers or as workers in
our mines. Though I am here repre-
senting what is perhaps known as a
Labour constituency, I would remind
the hon. member that in the last Parlia-
ment it was represented by a Labour
man ; and that representative did not
retain the confidence of those people,
who have shown, by returning me as
their member, that they have some con-
fidence in the Government T am support-

ing. Because, when before the electors, |

I made no mistake ; I ade no promises;
I did nol pledge myself to do anything

for the workers, but only to do what T

thought to he my duty to the State; and
that T am prepared to do. It seems to

me that the constituency I represent, in |
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It seems to me that the -

He has assured |

With that assurance I |
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common with many other constituencies,
has seen fit during the last general elec-
tion to return a member prepured to give
loyal support to the present Government,
so long as they do what is right in the
interest of the State. I am npot a silent
member. Later on I may be somewhat
more troublesome than I have been
hitherte. But I desire to expedite the
business of the House, if it is possible to
do so: and if each member is to speak
for half an hour, however pleasing it may
be to listen to such as the member for
Kanowna, however we wmay enjoy his
remarks —

Mer. Troy: You were outside when he
spoke.

Mr. EWING : I was not-—if we have
made up cur minds that the session
must end by Christmas, all members
cannot occupy the timie of the House on
every conceivable occasion. I simply
rise because it has been remarked that
Government supporters are sitting here
as dummies, not prepared to exercise
their common sense or to say exactly
what they think. The moment I lose
confidence in the present Government,
ne one will be more ready than I to
express my views. But I have at the
present time the greatest confidence that
they will guide successfully the destinies
of this State for wany years to come;
and T believe that their return with such
a strong majority at the last elections
will result in much good to Western
Australia. T give my cordial support to
the Premier and the Government for
doing what [ conceive to be their duty ;

' and T believe that when the despatches

in guestion are placed before ug, should
occasion arise for their being tabled, we
shall see a justification of the attitude
assumed by the Premier.

Mz. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): Tam
glad to hear from the Minister for Works
(Hon. Frank Wilson)} that the members
on the Government cross-benches have
placed their consciences in his safe keep-
ing. There was a time in former Parlia-
ments of this State when, for instance,
the member for West Perth (Mr. Illing-
worth) was one of the foremost amoeng
the watchdogs of the people’s privileges
and the people’s rights of self-govern-
ment ; but to-night we have not heard
the hon. member defending those pri-
vileges in the vigorous style he adopted
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in times gone by. The position to-night
is that we have a communication from the
Lhome authorities in reference to the
restriction of the employment of aliens
uander our Factories Act. The Premier
states that the communication is confi-
dential ; but the communication, or what
purports to be a »ésumé of that communi-
cation, has appeared in the Press. Ithas
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been stated in the public Press that a -

peremptory message came from the home
authorities to the authorities here, with
an iutimation that an amendment must be
made in the Factories Act to repeal the
sections restricting the employment of
aliens in our factories.

TeEe Premier: You might add, that
has been denied.

Mr. BATH: 1 bave not read any
denial of the truth of that statement. It

is just that which I wish to complain of. -

While the Premier states that the de-
spabeh is confidential, and that its present
publication is not desirable, I say it is
infinitely more desirable that the public
of this State, who perhaps are interested
in the retention of the Factories Act ou
the statute-book, should be acquainted
with the real purport of the message,
rather than that a garbled account
of it should be given by the Press,
und thut an account which is stated
to be garbled should be allowed to
continue unchallenged. The Premier,
while not expressly characterising this
motion as of an inquisitive nature, has
said that members are too prone, out of
pure inquisitiveness, to call for papers.
I say every motion for papers has to run
the ganntlet of this House, to receive the
support of the wajority; and when the
Premier accuses of inquisitiveness one
member who calls for papers, he accuses
of inquisitiveness the members of this
Houge. I say that on every or alinost
every occasion, except where Ministers

themselves have expressed their willing- |

ness to table the papers, we have always
had in the speech of the mover reasons
for calling for the papers. So it comes
ill from the Premier, and is a reflection
on all members, when he states that
simple inquisitiveness has prompted this
motion, Iu regard to this question we
know, and I believe the Governmentsup-
porters, however silent they may be, will
agree with me, that it was by the wish of
a majority of the people of this State

“statute-hook,
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that the Factories Act was placed on the
Members on the Govern-
ment side supported the Factories Bill
when it was introduced; the Premier
was 3 member of the Cabinet that intro-
duced the Bill; and therefore I say that
if we have reason to Dbelieve that u mes-
sage has been rcceived from the home
authorities aiming at the destruction of
some of the privileges under the measure,
or at some of its sections, then it is the
duty of the House to decide one of two
things: whether the Premier and his
colleagues are responsible to members of
this House, or whethey Ministers shall be
allowed to assume a dictatorial attitude
and adopt a policy of suppression. Thig
it not a matter which concerns merely the
members in Opposition; it is not a party
matter, but congerns the undoubted rights
of members of this House, irvespective
of the side on which they sit. Ifit is pos-
sible for messages of a confidential nature
to be sent, and if the secrecy of Cabinet
or of the Executive Couoncil demands
that such messuges shall be confidential,
and if such messages tend to sap the
very root of our Institutions of self-
government, then there is something
wrong in the system which permits of
them, and urgent necessity for an altera.
tion by which the Legislature of this
Stute can be acquainted with communi-
cations which threaten the institutions of
self-government. Thatis the peint which
I wish to emphasise ; and I wish todraw
the Premier's attention to the fact that
the tragic attitude which he has adopted
to-day is not u dignified attitude. Tt was
almost tantamount to saying that he was
respensible to bimself only, and not as
the Leader of the House responsible to the
members of the House, and therefore
responsible to the people of the Btate.
Some members have said we have no
reason to be alarmed ; that we had better
wait until the situation becomes serious,
I say that infinitely more gond can he
done by setting at rest any doubt in the
minds of the people, by waking hon.
members acquainted with the real pur-
port of the message. I say it is infinitely
better to disprove what may be erroneous
assertions in the Press, if the message
received by the authorities in this State
is not of the nature foreshadowed in the
Press. I say, it is more in the interests
of hon. members that the nature of that
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despatch shall be made publie, than that
it shall be any longer kept confidential or
leept from members’ knowledge.

Mzr. A. ). WILSON (Forrest): For
the especial edification of the member for
East Fremantle, T bave risen to tell him
what all this debate has been about.
The only thing I deeply deplore is the
absence from his place of the hon.
member for South Fremantle. The
member for South Fremantle is a gentle-
man who took a very close aud very keen
interest in the passage of the Factories
Act, which is, I think, the question
involved in the despatch, and which the
motion of the hon. member for Yilgarn
refers to.  We have, of course, to rome
to our conclusions and to make our
deductions from the inforwation supplied
and the suggestions thrown out by the
gentlemen sitting on the Government
side. It bas not been denied that the
despatches have passed, and that these
desputches deal with the amendment of
the Factories Act. The inference is
certainly justifiable that these despatches
have some bearing on that Act; and no
member of the House, after hearing the
Premier speak on the matter, can come
to any other conclusion.  'We have been
accused by some persons of being too
previous in regard to the matker. There
are two evils of which we may be guilty :
one the evil of being too previous, and
the other of being too late; and of these
two evils members have to accept the
lesser. It is infinitely preferable to be
too previous in a matter of this kind
than to be too late. One thing I deplore
in this connection, The hon. gentlemen
sittiing on the Government side have
endeavoured to drag a red-herring across
the trail. They bave endeavoured to
make the deduction that we had an
anxicty on this side of the House to deal
with maiters that were not within
the province ov prerogative of this
House; that we sought to exercise
functions that belonged te another
branch in the Legislatore of the Com-
monwealth of Australia. But the posi-
tion s unquestionable, and has unques-
tionably been brought about to-day in
regard to these despatches by the operu-
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that particular Aet. The information
has already been made public, and certain
negotiations have taken place between
interested parties with regard to the
operations of the Act, and the people
against whom the Act operates. In my
opinion and in the opimon of members
of the House, the people in the country
are against aliens being engaged in many
industries in this State. Evervbody
kmows that the whole thing has arisen
in coonection with certain prosecutions
occasioned, [ understand, by the actions
of the late Minister for Labour and
Railways, in conuection with his refusal
to register certain aliens as a registered
factory or workshop, owned by certaid
Ths whole thing has arisen out

- of this, and it is 2 matter upon which we,

with all due respect, are to beauthorities ;
in which we have an especial interest,
and in which I think wobody but our-
selves has any real or especiul regard in
connection with it. I want to say here,
this is a most important watter, and
certaiuly the Leader of the House has no
right te take unto himself the preroga-
tive of saying, if a majority of the
House think these despatches should be
made public or placed at the disposal of
members, or the perusal of the members
of the House, that he docs not think so,
and that therefore the despatches have
no right to be seen. T koow that the
metnber for Bast Fremantle is one of
those who is aiding, T was going to say
an innumerable, host who are respon-
sible to enable the member for Guild-
ford to adopt the high-handed atti-

tude in regard to this matter. I
know mewmbers are ansious tn get
along with the business of the
country. That is the reason why they

wish to close the shop by Christras time.
T know, as far as I am personally con-
cerned, there are hon, members on the
Government side who will get on with the

. business, and we will give them ample

opportunity during January, Febroary,
and March, or even April. What is
waoted is not so much to get on with the

- business of the country, but what is

tions of the Factories Act in this State -
and in consequence of certain cases thut -

were cited to be taken before the Supreme
Court of the Stale in connection with

desired by a number of members is to
hang up the prerogative of Parliament,
and set themselves free to set aside the
shackles of Parliament in order that the
Government may administer the affairs

. of the country without having to put up
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with the inconvenience or annoyance of
inquisitive members of Parliament wish-
ing to know about the affairs of the
country, I am sorry indeed to see such
stalwart champions of the white Australia
policy as the member for South Fremantle
allowing bimself on such an occasion as
this to remain practically silent, and
refusing to re-ccho those sentiments for
which he has so long been famous, and
in which he finds himself, or I find myself,
in perfect harmony with him. In con-
nection with this question, one has
only to bear in mind that the importance
of the matter is largely occasioned by the
position in which wany white workers in
Western Australia find themselves at the
present time. Whether it is because of
the existence of this despatch, whether it
is because of the position of certain
kuowledge communicated in this despatch
to the Governor, there is at the present |
time in the administration of the Factories .
Act 0 looseness and a lack of energy in .
the administration of that particular ,
measure which is responsible for a |
majority of the white workers engaged in
the furniture trade in the metropolitan
area being thrown ocut of work. Any-
body knows who has an opportunity of
making investigations in this depart-
ment of industry that the number of
aliens in the furniture trade is daily and
constantly increasing. This is guing on
to the serious detriment of the workers
who bave spent years in learning a trade
and subsequent years in ekeing out an
existence in that trade. Now they find
themselves out of employment aud with-
out an opportunity of continuing an
employment which they have followed for
years. They ave placed at the serious
disadvantage of making a fresh start in
life, or following some occupation which
is entirely unsuited to them and which
causes the expenditure of a great deal of
time and money. In a matter of this
kind there can be no question from the
tone of the discussion about the silence on
the white Australia policy in support of
the Governwent to-night. There can he
no question from the tone of the speeches
and the eloquent tone of the silence main-
tained by some members, that the majority
behind the member for Guildford will
enable him to carry out his purpose in |
making the people of the State simply
have to stand down and quietly grin and |
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bear the circumstances, waiting the time
when the Premier thinks it convenient to
place before the public what communica-
tions he has been pleased to veceive from
the Imperial authorities in regard to the
matter. [ hope that scmething may
subsequently transpire to convince the
Premier that the right time is as early as
possibly can be; becanse there is no
question about it, the public are fully
seized of the matter, and any farther
suspense i§ going to make the position
much worse as far as a considerable por-
tion of the community is concerned. I
think that the request preferred by mem-
bers on the Opposition side, although it
bas been insinuated by somne members
that it savours very much of pre-election
campaign, the probabilities are, if it were
so, 1t would be a very much more pre-
vieng affair than the suggestions that
have been wade, and that we should
get the despatches placed at the dis-
posal of members of this Chamber.
What we want to know is the position,
s0 that the country will understand
where they stand in tbe. matter and
whether the Government intend 'to do
If the Premier had done any-
thing else he should have told us dis-
tinetly whether or not the Government
intend to interfere with the existing
factory legislation as far as Asiatic
labour is concerned. 1 koow, in the
important speech made Ly the Minister
for Works at Busselton a short time ago,
he stated it was the intention of the
Government to put through some con-

, solidating measures, and that in putting

through these consolidating measures
they were going to exercise a wise dis-
crimination as to certain clauses, and
remedy scne of the drastic effects of the
legislation which the Tabour party put
on the statute-book of the State. The
House is entitled and the country is
entitled to know from the Government
what they intend to do with this im-
portant matter, the Factories Act, as far
as Asiatics are concerned.

Mr. P. J. LYNCH (Leonora) : I wish
only to draw the attention of the Assembly
to a couple of points, which after all way
be regarded as a reasonable proposal if
looked at frem the point of view of the
reasoning of the Premier himself. First
of all we can understand how constitu-
tional despatches are received and re-
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spected, and we can understand the ;

situation with regard to confidential
despatches when they should be so
treated on account of their charucter,
when the welture of the people of the
State is bound up with the preservation
of the secrets of any constitutional des-
patch. Under these circumstances, it
would not be a wise act on the part of

any one section of the House to insist on !

the disclosing of the contents of such
despatches. In this case we find the
despatch under consideration, as has
been referred to by the Premier himself,
is one that he is willing to place on the
table at a later date; and consequently
in view of his agreement ou that point
the arguments put forward by his col-
leagues full to the ground, so to speak.
The Minister for Works urged very
forcibly that this despatch should be
withheld on account of ils confidential
nature; and on the other hand, side by
side with this protest of the Minister for
‘Works, we have the assurance of the
Premier himself that the nature and
contents of this despatch will be made
known at a later date. Tn other words,
the only difference between the request
made on behalf of, T am sorry to say, a
small section of the House, and the hon.
member who is in a position to accede to
this, is a question of time. Having
reduced this question to a matter of time,
T ask wherein comes the presumption,
wherein comes the impolitic charvacter or
nature of the request, seeing that it is
only a question of time that divides the
making of the request on one side and con-
Ledmg to it as mentioned by the Premier?
That, I think, dlspenses entirely with
anything of an impolitic nature that
may characterise the request as outlined
in the motion by the member for Yilgara.
I feel sure that as this motion involves
very significant issues, it is only reason-
able and justifiable on the part of the
Premier to take the House into bis con-
fidence, especially when we recall that the
despatch involves an interference on
behalf of the Imperial Parliament—if
we are right in putting the popular con-
struction on it—with the making of our
own laws within the borders of this
State. It is within the four corners of
the Constitution which Her late Majeaty
was pleased to confer upon the Parlia-
ment of this country to make laws for the
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peace, order, and good governwent of this
State, with & few special reservations on
matters relating to the levying of import
duties on certain articles that may he
manufactured in other countries and sent
here, or vice versa. It was only necessary
to make those special reservations regard.-
ing those special subjects alone. On a
question of this kind, where a law
has' been enacted dealing with io-
ternal affairs of this State, it seems
nothing short of repudiation of the
contract entered into. I say again,
I um going on the popular assminption
that there is something suspicious in this
despatch.  If the Premier would suy
that there was nothing of a mandatory
character he would ease the position, if
in the first instance he is justified in doing
so. Long before cur party, such as now
finds u place not only in this State but in
other self-governing States in Australia,
long before the Labour party came into
e\nst.ence men holding precisely the same
position and status ag the Premier found
it necessary to protest—and their protest
is on record-—against the undue inter-
ference by the home authorities on
subjects when they had much greater
warrant to interfere than exists on the
present ovcasion. 1 remember Sir Thomas
MeTlwraith, who was a man of backbone,
when it became necessary to protest
againsl foisting a governor on the Colony
of Queensland, protesting against the
conduct of Downing Street with such
effect that the Governor was recalled,
and from that day to this was never
fotsted on that self-governing Colony.
Again, we have Sir Henry Parkes, who
terfered with regard to the landing of
Chinamen in New South Wales, when he
came into confliet with the Downing
Street authorities. Although he is dead
now, peace to his ashes, He acted with
considerable credit to himself and his
sense of keeping intact the prerogative
of a self-governing Colony. The China-
men never landed. In this instance, we
have, if 1 am right again in putting a
construction upon this despatoh an inter-
ference by the authorities in relation to
the contract conferred upon this country.
Farthermore, perhaps the most vital
aspect of it is seeking to interfere with
the making of laws relating to the
internal affairs of this State and with
the power which is clearly and succinctly
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set forth in the Constitution. I say that
seeing the difference is so slight hetween
what is requested by members on this
bench and what has been already guar-
anteed by the Premier bimself, and that
it is only a question of time, there is in
that circumstance alone ample warrant
and justification for making the con-
tents of this suspicious document as
well and widely known to the people
of Western Australia as possible. I
do not know that it is very necessary to
lahour this subject, becanse the Premier
has evidently discerned a degree of justice
in the request, having guaranteed to
place before the poople of this State as
well as its representatives the nature and
contents of this confidential deapatch; so
it 15 mot necessary on my part to reflect
on the remarks of his colleagues, who
considered the mere fact of a request of
that kind coming from this side of the
House was evidence that it was of
sufficient insignificance not to be treated
properly. Bear in mind the marked
difference between the Premier, who did
recognise some degree of justification for
our request, and his supperters, the
wooden majority behind him, so to speak,
who were willing to get up at any
moinent, first ignoring the position taken
up by the Premier, and secondly casting
as far as they could in their feeble
way—

Tee Premier: I qualified that by
saying, if any action was necessary.

Mz. LYNCH : The hon, member said
it wounld be wade known prior to an
interference with the Factories Act. I
say the very fact of that assurance heing
given by the Premier himself strips to
the bone any aspect of offensiveness or
want of justification on our part in
making this request for the papers. The
matter is one which affects every resident
of this self-governing State. If the
Premier standing in his place will assure
us that there is nothing of a mandatory
character in the despatch which has been
received, T for my part will be satisfied.

The PremMier: I have already given
that assurance.

MemBER: When ? To the newspaper?

Tae PrEmier: No; this afterncon.

Mr. LYNCH : T feel certain that if an
assurance of this kind be given, that
there is nothing of a mandatory, com- |
manding, or peremptory nature within |
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the four corpers of that despatch, the
reasonable section of the House will be
perfectly contented to have that document
kept in the secret cellars of the Treasury,
or wherever it is kept. I can oolysay,in
conclusion, that it is a fair proposal ; so
much so, in fact, that the Premier has
acknowledged it himself in a degree. By
taking the people of the State of Western
Australia into his confidence, the Premier
will be acting in precisely the same way
a8 other statesmen have acted who have
gone before and who are revered by the
people of the States to which they
belonged.

Tue PreEmMier: Did they not choose
their own time ?

Mr. LYNCH: I was in the country
then, and I would remind my friend that
they did not have an opportunity of
choosing their own time. The time was
forced npon them, and so much alive were
they to the responsibility of the position
and to the careful safeguarding of the
prerogativeof the Legislature Lo which they
belonged, that they instantly took action
without referring the case to Parliament ;
with the result that, so far as I sm
aware, their action was overwhelmingly
endorzed by the representatives of the
people in ihe various Parliaments coan-
cerned. I wish, in conclusion, to urge the
Premier to diminish the gap which
divides the two pd,rties in this House, or,
failing that, to give an nssurance that
there is nothmg mandatory, nothing
peremptory, nothing in the nature of an
attempt on the part of the Imperial
authorities sither to revoke or repudiate
the compact entered into when Respon-
sible Government was conferred on this
colony.

Tue Premier: How many times do
you want the assurance repeated ?

Mr. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle) : I do not wish fo tuke up the
time of the House; but within the last
few minutes T have been politely referred
to as one of the wooden-headed majurity.
1 have come on the scene with my wooden
head, and will say that it appears to me
that we have been treated to-day te a
succession of storms in tea-cups. There
was one about the investigation into
electoral matters in South Fremantle,
which inquiry, so far as I kuow, is simply
hearsay. I know nothing of such i inves-
tigations. Now we have another storm
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in a tea-cup. I have been referred to in
this debate as a consistent supporter of
a white Australia; the inference being
that I am frightened to speak to-night
because T am muzzled by my leader. I
believe thisis 2 storm in a tea-cup. I do
not believe that any objectionable de-
spatch has been received ; becanse I have
sufficient confidence in’the leader of the
House to feel sure that he would resent
it as soon as any other member. But, to
put myself right, I will say that as scon
as any attack is made on the white Aus-
tralia- policy by the home Government, or
any other Government, I will be standing
in front and fighting against it.

Me. M. F. TROY (Mount Magnet): T
wish to say a few words before the
discussion closes. The Opposition are
absolutely justified in the stand they are
taking to-night. To my mind this is not
a stermn in a tea-cup. The despatch in
question relates to a measure which
vitally affects a great majority of the
people in this State; and the Premier, in
withholding the required information, is
flouting the wishes of the majority of the
people.  We have on the Ministerial side
of the House a majority of members
fresh from their constituents. On the
hustings many of that majority advocated
fully a white Australia policy. Farther,
the other day, on the Address, we had a
long diatribe on the white Australia
ideal from the member for Coolgardie
(Mr. Eddy). Yet to-night, on this most
important subject, he does not think it
worth his while to speak for a few
minntes. Here is a member fresh from
his electors, one who only a few davs
ago advocated a white Australia policy,
and to-night is supporting a Ministry
which denies to the Opposition in this
House and to the people of this country
the right fto see a certain document. I
hold that the Premier and leader of this
House is treating members as if, instead
of representatives of the people, we were
a lot of school children. He has become
so inflated by his success at the polls
that he thinks he can override the will of
the House. And the Opposition, T feel
sure, are justified in doing their utmost
to bring him to his senses. Then we
have the Minister for Works (Mr. Frank
Wilson) rebuking with some warmth
the member for North Fremantle (Mr.
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criticise the actions and the public
utterances of the Minister. If that

Minister desires a recapitulation of the
history of his past political career, I shall
only refer him to the Premier and the
Minister for Mires (Hon. H. Gregory).
Ounly o little while age those gentle.
men pronounced his pelitical career as
detrimental te the people of Western
Australia.

Mz. SPEAKER: The hon. member
had better keep to the subject: before the
House.

Mz. TROY : I hold that the people of
this State ave surely justified in learning
from the Premier what that despatch
really contains. The Press koow all
about it. During the last elections the
Premier, very possibly, gave that in-
formation to the Press.

Tue Premier: I must ask the hon.
member to withdraw that most unworthy
insinuation.

Mgr. SPEAKER: The hon. member’
must withdraw.

Mg. TROY : 1 shall have pleasure in
withdrawing the statement; and I am
glad anyhow that we have had one
agsurance to-night from the Premier—
the only assurance —that he did not give
that information to the Press.

Tuae Premier: You have too much
assurance.

M=r. TROY : Anyhow, there is auch a
thing as making too many professions:
possibly the Premier has made too many
to-night. However, a little while ago
members on the Government side spent
a considerable time in discussing and
passing in this Chamber a Factories Act,
The Act provides certain rules for the
registration of factories wherein Asiatics

" are employed, and of factories controlled

Bolton), because that memnber dared to |

by Asiatics. To-night we have the
spectacle of a majority of those members,
notwithstanding the work they did a few
years ago, supporting a Premier who
treats the House in this cavalier fashion.
I wish to say, the Opposition will be
justified in putting this vote to the test,
and proving to the country whether the
professions those members made at the
last election were sineere, and whether
their present advocacy of a policy is in
accord with what they advocated on the
hustings.

Mr. W. T. EDDY (Coolgardie): Cer-
tain hon. members have evidently been
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**sooling”’ me on so as to get me on my
feet, and T refer particularly to the lasi
speaker. I wish to state that it the

Factories Act, or any of its sections that

may affect the interest of the worker or
the prineiple of a white Australia, be
endangered, that Act or those sections
will not suffer from the members sitting
on the Government side. The member
for Forrest (Mr. A. J, Wilson) spoke of
an eloquent silence observable on this
side. Butl takeit that at this particular
stage, perhaps silence is golden. There
is alwa.ys a danger in meeting tronble
half way; and it seems to me that
to-night there hus been an inclination on
the part of the Opposition to look for a
“gerap” or u fight. We have the assor-
ance of the Premier that the required
information will he given before any
action is taken. Surely we can take the
Preniier’s word; for 1t would he most
dangerous for a man in his position to
keep back any information that might
endanger the interests of the people of
the State. I think it is in the best inter-
ests of the country that this metion
should be settled af this point without
farther discussion,

Me. HORAN (in reply as mover): I
have to express my ackoowledgment to
many members and also to you, Mr.
Speaker, for having -allowed that
divergence and expression of opinion
which has been traversed during this
last hour or, so with regard to the subject
under discussion.  Before you are called
upon to submit the question, I feel that
I am bound to reply to ome or two
questions that have been raised by
different speakers. The member for
Claremont stated that the Imperial
Parliament could not annul an Act of
this Parliament without this Legislature
agreeing to it. I contradicted the hon.
member at the time, and now desire to
read from an authority, Judge Inglesdom,
proving the correctness of my statement.
It s as follows: —

PowerR oF THE CrRownN 710 DisaLLow Aus.
TRALIAN LLEGIBLATION.

By the several Acts of the Imperial
Parliament here provided from time to time
for the erection of local legislatures in the
several Australian colonies, power is reserved
with the Crown to disallow at any time
within two years thereafter any Bill which
has been passed by the local legislature and
has received the Governor's assent.
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Possibly the member for Claremont was
thinking and arguing from a legal point
that when the Governor assented to the
Act it was sufficient. T am not question-
ing the right or wisdom of the Governor
to assent to it; and I have not been
discussing the Act at all. Presumably
the member for Claremont thought
that the Governor, being representa-
tive of the Crown and vice regent, could
do no wrong, and that ipse facto the Act
having been assented to, it necessarily
became law and could not be questioned.
The mewmber for Claremont is a lawyer,
and sometimes it feels painful to me as a
layman to question the opinion of a
barrister of the Supreme Court of this
State. Nevertheless we have a free
Parliament aud I suppose a4 free voice,
and are not debarred from expressing the
opinions we hold, The people will judge
according to the respective weight of the
opinions we put forth. There is another
thing T draw attention to. During the
course of my préliminary speech I did
not deal with the Factories Act itself. T
was not in Parliamwent when it was
passed. If [ bhad Leen I would have
taken such a course as would in all
probability have prevented certain sec-
tiona being in the Act. I am talking of
a higher constitutional question which
nobody has yet touched, the right of the
Imperial Parliament to dictate to this
Parhament what we should do. The
Leader of the Opposition the other night
accused the Premier’s movements in con-
nection with the elections as being some-
what “slim”; and I am somewhat
surprised that the Premier was not aware
of the fact that, even if the Governor
had made a mistake in assenting to this
Act, should the question crop up the Act
unght be annulled within two years.
The Acl, according to the records, was
passed on the 16th Januvary, 1904; and
the Governor's Speech does not convey
any intimation that there is going to be
any amendment to the Factories Act this
session. In all probability, therefore,
the two years provided by the Imperial
Act during which the Imperial Par-
Itament will have the right to interfere
with this piece of legislation will expire.
Should we not have an assurance from
the Premier bimself on this matter?
We observed last night with some
degree of uncertainty and suspicion the
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Premier's attitude towards the member

for Claremont who was introducing a '
and -

Bill regarding the Wines, Beer,
Spurit Act.  The Premier seemed to
take advantuge of the aubhority he had

as Premier to utilise it in definnce of the -

rules of this House. Therefore I am
justified in bringing this iatter forward
now to learn from the Premier, whom I
should expect to be in his place, what is
to be done; whether during the currency
of the present Act it will not beadminis-
tered as laid dowa by the legislation of
this State. I want that legislation to be
administered while it is an Act; and
when it ceases to be an Act, to be ad-
miaisterced in its amended form and not
otherwise. I am reminded by some hon,
member of an oceasion almost a quarter
of a century agn: I think the member for
Kanowna was also a listener on the
occaston. The time arose in New South
Wales when one of the 1mnost dis-
tinguished statesmen that ever occn-
pied a place in the Parliameuts of Aus-
tralia, Sir Henry Parkes, introduced
an Act--and wenti in absolute defiance of
the British Government. I think I can
rememrher his words. He said—

Not for Her Majesty’s ships of war, nor for
Her Majesty’s representatives on the spot,
shall the (Government of this State turn aside

frows its purpose to exclude the Chinese from
these shores for ever.

I think in these circumstances that we
might anyhow consider the fact that the
Legislature of this State can exercise
similar power. [TuHe MiNisTrER FOR
Lanps: Learn to shoot.] I do not care
for that proposition, but the member for
Sussex mentioned that wmy proposition
was unconstitutional. Of course, it is
very easy for anyone to say that these
things are vuconstitutional, but the hon,
member never for one moment brought
forward a reason why it was unconstitu-
tional, in the slightest degree. He
proceeded to discuss mere details of the
Asiatic movement, with which I, in
common with most members here, abso-
lutely agree. I think that, in closing
this debaie in order to enable hon. mem-
bers to catch their frains, I nay
mention that still I believe—and I am
only assuwming now, which [ did not pre-
sume to do before—that this despatch
under discussion mwade some demand on
the Parliawent of this country to alter
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I its legislation to snit some treaties and
conditions that prevail between the
Toited Kingdom und some places in the
East. We are well aware of the fact that
when the Factories Act was passed in
1904, we were not informed, nor was
the Parliament of England made aware,

. of the fact that a treaty bad been

entered into by Lord Salishury and
Mr. Chamberliin with some nation
in the East, the Japanese to wit.
Were they madeuware of this fuct? No;
thev were not. And are we to be held
subservient to subsequent treatics entered
into by the Imperial Government? I
submit the motiru I propose is a very
wodest one. Tt iz not an alarming one.
No harm can result from it. I shall raise
wmy voice io accordance with the powers
given to me by the Acts of this State and
under the Imperial Parliament, and I
defy the Premier, even with the majority
he possesses, to carry an amendment to
the Factories Act before the 16th Jan-
uvary, when the power of the Imperial
Parliament will cease. But let the
Premier take what action he deems
necessary.

Question put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes 16
Noes 25
Majority against ... 9
AYES. NoEs,
Mr. Bath Mr. Barnett
Mr. Bolton Mr. Brebber
Mr, Collier Mr, Carson
Mr. Daglish Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Heitmoon Mr. Dininond
Mr, Holman Mr. Eddy
Mr. Horn Mr. Ewing
Q{r. }..Bdeli: .Mr. Eoulkea
Mr. Lync] regory
Mr. Scaddan Mr Gull
Mr. Stone Mr. Hardwick
Mr. Taylor Mr. Hoyward
Mr, Walkar Mr. Hicks
Mr. Wore Mr. Holmes
Mr. A, J. Wilson My, Ilingworth
Mr. Troy (Teller). Mr, McLart
Mr. Mitche
Mr. Monger
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. Price
TMr. Bason
Mr. Smith
Mr. Veryard
Mr. Frank Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Teller),

Question thus negatived.

ADJOURNMENT,

The House adjourned at twenty-two
| minutes to 11 o'clock, until the mnext

{ afternoon.



